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INTRODUCTORY  REMARKS. 


Having  been  appointed,  with  Dr.  Lockhart,  in  1838, 
by  the  London  Missionary  Society,  a  medical  mission¬ 
ary  to  Canton,  I  arrived  the  following  year  in  China,  and 
landed  at  Macao.  Hostilities  had  then  already  com¬ 
menced  between  the  Chinese  and  the  British  authorities  ; 
and  Dr.  Lockhart,  who  had  opened  the  Medical  Mission¬ 
ary  Society’s  hospital  at  Macao  some  months  before, 
had  left  China  for  a  temporary  residence  at  Batavia, 
where  he  expected  to  meet  me  on  ray  way  out,  and 
detain  me  until  affairs  in  China  should  assume  a  more 
favorable  aspect.  The  hospital  was  then  temporarily 
placed  under  the  care  of  the  Rev.  E.  C.  Bridgman, 
D.D.;  and  as  there  was  no  opening  at  Canton,  my  original 
destination,  1,  took  up  my  residence  in  it,  and  after  a 
few  months  reopened  the  Institution  for  the  reception 
of  patients.  The  following  general  summary  will  show 
the  number  of  the  patients,  and  the  nature  of  the  diseases 


treated  during  the  year  1 840-41 . 

Ophthalmic  diseases . 342 

Cutaneous  diseases .  191 

Pectoral  diseasess . 63 

Abdominal  disease . 75 

Urinary  diseases . 51 

Uterine  diseases. . . . 10 

Wounds  . . 41 

Contusions . 35 

General  and  local  diseases,  not  classified .  725 

^  Total,  1533 
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In  1841,  the  late  Mr.  J.  R.  Morrison  invited  me  to 
visit  Canton,  and  endeavor  to  open  there  a  hospital  for 
the  reception  of  the  sick  and  wounded,  after  the  city  had 
been  attacked  by  the  British  forces.  Dr.  Parker  being 
at  that  time  on  a  visit  to  America*  I  acceded  to  his 
advice — but  no  building  for  the  purpose  could  be  ob¬ 
tained.  Application  was  made  to  Howqua,  the  rich 
hong-merchant,  but  without  avail ;  though  the  solicita. 
tion  was  backed  by  influential  English  and  American 
residents,  and  though  he  was  under  some  obligation  to 
myself  for  cheerfully  and  promptly  attending,  when 
suddenly  summoned  on  his  nephew,  the  chief  manager  of 
his  commercial  affairs,  who  was  struck  by  lightning. 
At  that  time  no  one  ever  thought  of  attempting  to  rent  a 
house  out  of  the  precincts  of  the  foreign  factories,  and  if 
the  attempt  had  been  made  it  would  inevitably  have  been 
a  failure.  Thus,  there  being  no  opening  at  Canton,  I 
was  compelled  to  remain  at  Macao,  and  pursue  my 
hospital  duties  there. 

The  Report  of  the  hospital  in  1 842  shows  the  number 
of  patients  registered  (including  those  only  who  appeared 
for  the  first  time)  for  the  twelve  months  preceding,  to 
be  3826.  The  report  goes .  on  to  say  :  “  When  the 
Institution  was  first  opened  for  the  admission  of  in¬ 
patients,  there  was  some  reluctance  and  timidity  in 
accepting  the  offer ;  but  latterly,  since  the  character 
of  the  hospital  has  become  established,  its  regulations 
known,  and  its  advantages  understood,  there  is  not  only  a 
willingness,  but  a  solicitude' on  the  part  of  many  to  reside 
within  its  wards.  During  the  present  annual  term,  there 
have  been,  rather  more  than  300  in-patients  of  both 
sexes,  who  have  conducted  themselves  with  much  pro¬ 
priety,  and  in  willing  acquiescence  with  the  rules  of  the 
iiospital.”  From  that  date  up  to  January  18f3,  when  the 


hospital  premises  were  disposed  of  to  furnish  funds  for 
the  erection  of  a  hospital  in  the  new  British  colony  of 
Hongkong,  upwards  of  a  thousand  more  patients  were 
treated,  making  a  total  of  nearly  7000. 

-  My  report  to  the  Medical  Missionary  Society  for  the 
year  1843-44,  gave  a  favorable  account  of  the  prospe¬ 
rity  of  the  new  institution  at  Hongkong,  considering  the 
short  period  since  its  commencement,  and  the  task  of 
gaining  the  confidence  of  the  natives  of  those  parts  de 
novo,  '  . 

The  number  of  patients  received,  was 


From  June  1st  to  Aug.  31st  1311  "j  106') 

Sept.  1st  Nov.  30th,  963  !  .  ...  132  !  •  ... 

•  Dec.  1st  Feb.  SSth,  out'Patients,  j  ^  .n-patients 

Mar.  1st  May  5th,  4823 


Total  number  of  out-patients,  4348 


556  in-patients 


The  religious  services  at  the  house  were  chiefly  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  native  Christian  Agong,  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Legge.  The  patients  were  daily 
reminded  that  the  healing  of  their  physical  maladies  was 
designed  to  exhibit  to  their  own  experience  some  of  the 
practical  benefits  of  Christianity,  and  from  these  to  direct 
their  minds  to  the  contemplation  of  God  their  Creator 
and  Saviour. 

The  Report  of  the  hospital  from  June  1844,  to  June 
1845,  states  that  the  number  of  new  patients  registered 
amounted  to  3307,  of  which  number  1200  were  in-pa¬ 
tients.  With  respect  to  the  religious  instruction  of  the 
sick,  I  stated  in  that  Report  that  I  had  “  endeavored  to 
make  the  hospital  an  efficient  auxiliary  in  spreading  a 
knowledge  of  Christianity  among  its  inmates and 
further,  “  That  this  is  not  forced  upon  them,  for  it  is  a 
voluntary  act  for  them  to  attend  the  religious  services 
that  are  held  in  the  lecture-room  every  day,  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  in  the  Canton  dialect,  and  in  Clunchew  in  tlie 
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evening.  The  average  attendance  at  the  former  service 
is  forty,  and  at  the  latter  twenty.  These  services  con¬ 
sist  of  singing  a  short  psalm,  and  reading  and  expound¬ 
ing  the  Sacred  Scriptures,  with  prayer;  and  visitors 
have  often  expressed  their  Surprise  at  the  good  order 
and  marked  attention  of  the  hearers.” — “  If  the  patients 
have  not  given  satisfactory  evidence  that  they  feel  or 
are  influenced  by  the  moral  truths  inculcated,  the  fault  has 
not  arisen  from  want  of  opportunity  to  learn  them,  or 
persuasion  to  practice  what  they  hear ;  the  fault  lies 
rather  in  their  own  innate  apathy  and  indifference  to 
religion  generally.  Much  knowledge  however  has  been 
diffused,  and  it  may  bring  forth  fruit  after  many  days.” 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Lechler,  a  German  missionary,  men¬ 
tions  a  pleasing  and  encouraging  fact  respecting  this 
hospital.  He  states  that  he  met  with  a  most  hospitable 
reception  from  the  natives  of  a  large  village  in  Fuhkien 
province,  which  he  says  he  soon  traced  to  the  fact  that 
several  of  the  inhabitants  had  been  my  patients  in  the 
hospital  at  Hongkong,  and  spoke  with  feelings  of  grati¬ 
tude  of  the  attentions  they  had  received.  He  has  also 
recently  informed  me  that  one  man  has  been  baptized, 
and  is  a  very  promising  character,  who  dales  his  first 
religious  impressions  to  the  instructions  he  formerly 
received  there. 

In  August  1845,  the  hospital  was  placed  under  the  \ 
care  of  the  native  assistant  Apoon,  who  was  educated  by 
myself,  and  who  was  fully  competent  for  his  duty,  under 
the  supervision  and  with  the  occasional  assistance  of 
Drs.  Tucker  and  Dill,  who  kindly  promised  their  aid  to 
enable  me  to  accompany  my  family  on  a  visit  to  England 
for  the  benefit  of  their  health. 

On  returning  to  China  in  1847,  in  my  Report  dated 
Dec.  Ist  of  that  year,  I  acknowledged  the  long  continued 
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and  disinterested  services  of  Dr.  Balfour,  who,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  many  other  duties,  had  during  my  absence, 
generously  and  cheerfully  rendered  every  assistance  in 
his  power  to  the  institution,  after  the  demise  pf  Drs. 
Tucker  and  Dill. 


PROPOSAL  TO  ESTABLISH  A  MISSIONARY  HOSPITAL 

IN  CANTON. 

In  my  report  to  the  Medical  Missionary  Society  at 
the  close  of  1847,  I  informed  the  Committee  that  the 
London  Missionary  Society  was  desirous  of  re-establish¬ 
ing  their  mission  at  Canton,  where  no  English  mission¬ 
ary  had  been  permanently  stationed  since  the  death  of 
Dr.  Morrison.  The  Rev.  W.  Gillespie  happily  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  1845,  in  renting  a  house  on  the  river  side, 
in  the  Eastern  Suburbs,  and  had  everything  in  a 
fair  train,  with  the  assistance  of  Liang  4-fah,  the  Socie¬ 
ty’s  native  Evangelist,  to  conduct  his  mission  under  very 
encouraging  circumstances,  when  he  was  obliged  by  the 
illness  and  return  to  Europe  of  Dr.  Legge,  to  relinquish 
his  post  for  a  time,  and  return  to  Hongkong  to  take 
charge  of  the  missionary  station  there ;  during  his 
absence  a  disturbance  took  place  at  the  house  which 
prevented  its  being  again  rented. 

Medical  missions  having  a  natural  tendency  to  disarm 
prejudice,  and  to  conciliate  the  goodwill  of  the  people, 
1  considered  there  was  no  locality  more  desirable  for  their 
peaceful  and  benevolent  operations  than  this  city,  where 
there  is  so  much  opposition  to  foreigners.  1  therefore 
resigned  my  charge  of  the  hospital  at  Hongkong,  and  with 
it  my  connection  with  the  Medical  Missionary  Society, 
that  I  might  endeavor  in  a  quiet  and  unobtrusive  manner, 
by  friendly  intercourse  with  the  people,  and  the  healing  of 
the  sick,  to  obtain  a  permanent  locality  in  the  midst  of 
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the  Chinese  in  Canton,  and  help  to  pioneer  the  way  for 
other  English  missionaries  to  settle  there.  Knowing 
the  hostile  feelings  of  the  people,  and  their  strong  dis¬ 
like  to  rent  houses  to  foreigners,  1  did  not  dare  to  be 
sanguine  of  certain  success,  but  I  considered  it  my  duty 
to  try,  and  I  informed  the  Committee  that  I  had  made  ar¬ 
rangement  through  the  kindness  of  a  friend  (a  missio¬ 
nary  of  the  American  Board)  to  rent  part  of  his  house, 
till  I  could  meet  with  a  more  suitable  and  permanent 
residence  in  another  part  of  the  suburbs. 

My  colleague  Dr.  Herschberg,,  a  Member  of  the 
London  College  of  Surgeons,  and  educated  at  Berlin 
University,  afterwards  took  charge  of  the  institution  at 
Hongkong. 

RENTING  HOSPITAL  PREMISES. 

In  April  1848,  after  considerable  difficulty  in  meeting 
with  a  house,  one  was  at  last  obtained  in  an  eligible  sit¬ 
uation,  and  at  a  moderate  rent  (for  Canton)  of  35  dollai*s 
per  month  in  the  District  of  Kum-le-fow,  about  a  mile 
and  a  quarter  northwest  of  the  Foreign  Factories ;  with¬ 
out  the  city  walls  (and  not  within  them,  as  has  been 
reported  in  the  Medical  Times),  in  the  midst  of  a 

A 

large  and  respectable  family  neighborhood ;  with  a 
good  water  entrance  in  front,  and  a  constant  thorough¬ 
fare  in  the  street  at  the  back.  As  considerable  repairs 
were  necessary  before  it  could  be  rendered  habitable 
(for  it  had  previously  been  used  as  a  pack-house), 
only  a  part  of  the  house  was  rented  at  first  on 
trial,  as  a  Dispensary,  by  which  plan  the  fears  of  the 
people  were  not  suddenly  excited,  and  their  goodwill 

*  420  dollars  a  year  on  a  tease  of  ten  years,  paid  by  the  London 
Misionary  Society. 
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was  obtained.  In  June,  the  house  was  taken  possession 
of,  and  no  trouble  arose  out  of  it,  except  that  at  a  sub¬ 
sequent  period  my  landlord’s  son,  a  subaltern  in  the 
army,  was  beaten  by  his  superior  officer,  for  not  promis¬ 
ing  to  expel  me.  He  refused  to  comply,  asserting  that 
he  had  only  acted  up  to  the  letter  of  the  Treaty,  and  that 
the  people  around  were  quite  favorably  disposed  towards 
me.  His  superior  officer  gave  him  ten  days  to  think 
upon  the  matter,  and  threatened  further  punishment  on 
non-compliance.  The  poor  man  showed  me  the  marks 
of  the  bamboo  on  his  thighs,  and  he  and  his  mother  intreat- 
ed  me  to  send  in  a  remonstrance  to  the  British  Consul, 
to  prevent  his  receiving  further  indignity  from  this  un¬ 
principled  officer.  The  Consul  then  acting  thought  it 
proper  to  refer  the  matter  to  H.  E.  Seu,  the  Governor, 
as  a  violation  of  the  Treaty,  and  required  that  not  only 
should  my  landlord’s  son  be  left  alone,  but  that  the  offi¬ 
cer  in  question  should  be  punished.  Seu  in  reply  gave 
a  very  unsatisfactory  excuse  for  the  conduct  of  this 
military  officer,  whom  he  said  he  had  examined.  This 
interference  had  the  effect  of  establishing  me  more 
securely  ;  but  as  1  expected,  my  landlord’s  son  was 
punished  for  another  alledged  offense,  and  cashiered  the 
army — another  specimen,  among  thousands,  of  the  in¬ 
justice  of  the  Chinese  government. 
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RELIGIOUS  AND  MEDICAL  DETAILS  OF  THE  HOSPITAL. 

» 

I  now  proceed  to  give  some  account  of  the  working 
of  this  institution  for  the  last  year  and  a  half.  Having 
found  from  past  experience  that  the  relation  of  facts  and 
incidents  illustrative  of  the  character,  the  opinions,  and 
habits,  as  well  as  of  the  health  of  the  people  with  whom 
we  are  brought  in  contact,  affords  the  most  satisfactory 
information  to  those  interested  in  missionary  and  medical 
operations,  I  have  taken,  with  this  object  in  view,  some 
extracts  from  my  note-book,  in  the  order  in  which  the 
occurrences  took  place. 

On  the  1st  of  April,  1848,  a  Dispensary  was  opened 
for  the  first  time  in  the  western  Suburbs  of  Canton,  and 
was  visited  every  alternate  day  for  two  months ;  the  first 
day  there  were  but  four  patients ;  the  second,  upwards 
of  twenty ;  and  after  that  never  less  than  a  hundred. 

Finding  the  experiment  to  be  successful  of  commenc¬ 
ing  with  a  dispensary,  I  had  the  premises  fitted  up  for  a 
dwelling-house,  chapel,  and  hospital,  and  on  the  8th  of 
June  I  removed  into  it  with  my  family,  in  the  open  day, 
without  opposition  or  difficulty.  On  the  first  Sabbath 
following,  the  little  native  church  was  assembled,  and  the 
day  was  sanctified  by  prayer  and  by  the  celebration  of 
the  Lord’s  Supper.  There  were  four  male  and  six  female 
communicants  ;  Liang  A-fah  conducted  the  service,  and 
it  was  felt  to  be  an  interesting  and  solemn  season. 

Arrangements  were  now  made  to  receive  patients  three 
times  a  week,  viz.,  Mondays,  Wednesdays,  and  Fridays. 
Tuesday  was  appointed  to  be  the  day  for  surgical  opera¬ 
tions.  The  average  attendance  of  new  and  old  cases 
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on  these  three  days,  during  the  whole  of  June  and  July 
was  200  each  time. 

The  second  Sabbath  was  observed  by  the  public 
preaching  of  God’s  word  by  our  aged  Evangelist,  Liang 
A-fah  ;  230  persons  of  both  sexes  were  present,  the  fe¬ 
males  sitting  on  reserved  seats  by  themselves.  There  was 
much  coming  in  and  going  out,  talking  and  smiling  at  the 
strange  sight  of  preaching,  singing,  and  praying  to  an 
invisible  Being,  without  priest,  altar,  or  sacrifice.  Many, 
however,  were  attentive  and  listened  with  approval. 

The  third  Sabbath  was  rainy,  and  only  fifty  persons 
were  present.  On  tlie  fourth  there  were  about  two  hun¬ 
dred,  who  were  quiet,  and  listened  with  some  degree  of 
attention  to  the  doctrines  delivered.  The  fifth  was  also 
well  attended.  On  the  sixth  Sabbath,  July  16th,  there 
was  a  very  full  congregation ;  there  were  about  sixty 
women,  of  whom  fully  a  half  were  of  the  more  respect¬ 
able  class.  Most  of  the  women  sat  in  a  side  room  with 
Mrs.  Hobson  and  child.  Altogether,  including  those  who 
only  remained  a  short  time,  there  were  from  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  to  three  hundred  persons  present.  There 
was  more  noise  than  usual  this  day,  caused  by  the  chat¬ 
tering  of  the  women,  the  crying  of  children,  and  playing 
of  some  boys  at  the  door.  Some  were  very  quiet  and 
attentive,  but  the  greater  part  came  evidently  from  cu¬ 
riosity  alone  to  see  the  foreign  lady  and  child,  for  several 
of  the  women  who  were  not  in  the  side  room  were  rais¬ 
ing  their  heads  high  to  look  over  the  blinds,  or  through 
the  crevices  to  get  a  sight  of  them.  To  give  a  single 
illustration  of  the  ignorance  and  indifference  of  the  people 
to  what  appears  to  us  so  sacred  and  important : — on  one 
occasion  a  woman,  during  the  time  of  preaching  on  the 
Sabbath-day,  held  up  her  child  to  the  reading-desk,  and 
in  a  loud  voice  requested  medical  aid  for  her  child  at 
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once,  and  could  not  be  easily  persuaded  to  sit  quietly 
down  and  wait  awhile,  till  the  explanation  of  the  sacred 
Book  should  be  concluded.  Her  sudden  intrusion  and 
earnestness  much  amused  the  congregation.  The  child 
had  nothing  seriously  the  matter  with  it.  Others  would 
occasionally  stand  up  and  peep  over  our  shoulders  to 
observe  what  we  were  reading,  look  about  with  a  staring 
gaze,  smile,  and  then  sit  down.  Others,  if  any  tracts 
were  on  the  table,  would  make  a  rush  to  seize  them.  On 
another  occasion  some  small-footed  ladies  walked  in 
during  service,  and  I  rose  up  to  beckon  them  to  a  seat 
as  they  passed  by ;  in  a  moment  they  moved  away  from 
me  under  evident  alarm,  their  trepidation  and  awkward 
motions  occasioning  a  laugh. 

On  Monday,  July  17th,  at  half  past  six  a.  m.,  there 
v^ere  already  several  patients  waiting  for  medical  advice, 
ar\d  at  half  past  nine  when  we  began  the  day’s  duty  by 
the  Evangelist  addressing  the  sick,  there  were  then 
a  hundred  and  twenty  persons.  Two  hundred  tracts 
were  distributed,  also  a  form  of  prayer  (specially  prepar¬ 
ed  for  them)  was  given  to  each  patient.  The  women 
and  men  were  admitted  alternately,  fifteen  or  twenty  at 
a  time.  The  chief  diseases  prevailing  were,  acute  and 
chronic  ophthalmia,  and  their  sequel®  ;  rheumatic  neu¬ 
ralgia  ;  cough ;  fever ;  dropsy,  and  various  forms  of 
scrofula.  The  inspection  was  completed  after  six  hours. 
Whilst  I  was  healing  in  the  dispensary,  the  native  preach¬ 
er  was  exhorting, and  distributing  books  in  the  waiting- 
room.  The'  total  number  of  applicants,  new  and  old 
cases,  was  284 : — 160  women  and  124  men. 

July  \^th.  (1)  Removed  a  large  adipose  tumor  from 
the  nape  of  an  old  man’s  neck.  Incision  entirely  healed 
by  the  first  intentiou.  The  patient  was  very  thankful 
and  pleased.  (2)  Operated  for  a  hare-lip  on  a  girl  of  ten 
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years  of  age.  (3)  Operation  for  cataract  by  couching, 
extraction  being  found  unnecessary,  and  impracticable 
from  want  of  knives,  or  a  cutler  to  set  them.  This  man 
had  been  blind  for  four  years.  The  cataract  of  the  left 
eye  proving  soft,  was  broken  up,  and  the  patient  dismiss¬ 
ed  to  his  home  near  by  very  grateful.  (4)  Operations  for 
trichiasis  and  entropium.  (5)  An  obscure  case  of  ap¬ 
parent  disease  of  the  hip  joint  in  a  girl  of  13,  but  resem¬ 
bling  in  the  form  and  length  of  the  limb  a  dislocation 
at  the  foramen  ovale.  (6)  A  case  of  large  inguinal 
hernia  could  not  be  reduced  from  adhesion  of  omentun^ 
—This  day  an  interesting  old  lady,  a  Roman  Catholic, 
called  to  see  Mrs.  Hobson.  Tea  and  fruit  were  presented, 
after  which  1  had  a  long  conversation  with  her  on  reli¬ 
gious  subjects.  She  was  baptized  at  the  age  of  sixteen. 
Her  husband  was  not  living ;  she  expressed  herself  deeply 
grieved  that  during  life  he  cared  not  for  the  true  doctrine. 
She  hoped,  however,  that  the  cleansing  of  fire  in  hell 
would  render  him  fit  for  the  service  and  enjoyment  of 
heaven.  She  asked  for  an  explantion  of  the  difference 
between  our  religion  and  the  “  Tien-choo  Kiaou” — the 
term  used  by  the  Roman  Catholics  for  the  Christian 
religion — which  was  given.  She  asked,  did  we  read,  or 
rather  repeat  the  King — the  Sacred  Book  ?  I  explain¬ 
ed  the  nature  of  our  private,  social,  and  public  worship. 
She  asked,  had  we  many  converts  ? — I  said,  very  few. 
Why? — Because  the  Chinese  were  very  hardened  and 
wicked,  and  because  we  did  not  baptize  any  without  some 
good  evidence  that  they  were  true  Christians.  She  strong¬ 
ly  confirmed  the  truth  of  the  first  point,  deeply  regret¬ 
ting  that  it  should  be  so,  and  highly  approved  of  the 
second.  She  asked  about  confession;  she  said  she 
confessed  once  a  year  to  a  spiritual  father,  a  foreigner 
from  Macao,  who  dressed  in  Chinese  Cjostume — -did  we 
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do  so  ?  I  said  we  confessed  daily,  not  into  the  ear  of 
man  but  unto  God,  the  Searcher  of  hearts  and  the  Par¬ 
doner  of  sin  ;  the  Scriptures  taught  us  so.  We  then  con¬ 
versed  on  the  Sacraments — our  term  for  the  Lord’s  Sup¬ 
per  she  did  not  understand  :  she  had  another  term.  I  de¬ 
scribed  the  ordinance  as  we  read  it  in  Corinthians,  and 
justified  the  use  of  wine.  She  took  the  cake  once  a  year. 
She  knew  five  native  priests,  who  she  said  were  all 
good  men ;  she  called  them  shin  foo,  spiritual  fathers. 
They  had  no  church  or  chapel  in  Canton ,  they  had 
wished  to  build  one,  but  the  neighborhood  would  not 
suffer  its  erection ;  the  one  formerly  in  use  had  been 
pulled  down  by  the  authorities.  She  did  not  know  how 
many  Catholics  there  were  in  Canton.  Her  son  was 
studying  English  to  become  an  interpreter ;  he  was  not 
an  idolater,  but  could  not  become  a  Christian,  he  said, 
and  continue  in  business.  The  old  lady  can  read  her 
religious  tracts  a  little,  sometimes  attends  our  services  on 
the  Sabbath-day,  and  is  in  many  respects  superior  to  the 
generality  of  her  countrywomen. 

July  Wth,  Liang  A-fah,  the  Evangelist,  was  out  of  spi¬ 
rits  this  morning,  and  said  he  had  no  heart  to  preach  to  the 
sick  people  to-day.  I  took  him  aside  and  inquired  the 
cause  of  his  depression.  He  said  his  wife  was  sick  ;  that 
the  Chinese  were  very  wicked  ;  that  the  native  Christians 
were  not  so  united  as  they  ought  to  be,  &c.  I  mentioned 
how  much  the  foreign  teachers  had  to  bear  from  the  Chi¬ 
nese  ;  how  hateful  many  of  their  ways  were  to  us  ;  how 
often  we  felt  discouraged  at  their  spiritual  insensibility 
and  disinclination  to  receive  the  gospel,  at  their  con¬ 
tempt  for  foreigners  and  everything  pertaining  to  them  ; 
all  which  was  sufficient  to  dispose  us  at  times  to  abandon 
the  mission  and  return  home  :  but  still  we  persisted,  and 
wished  to  continue,  for  it  was  not  to  glorify  ourselves  but 


the  Lord’s  name  for  which  we  came  here ;  and  althongii  the 
Chinese  should  not  repent  and  believe  the  gospel,  were 
we  not  fulfilling  our  duty  in  at  least  attempting  to  teach 
them  to  do  so  ?  If  these  were  the  feelings,  wishes  and 
principles  of  foreigners,  surely  a  native  preacher,  and  an 
experienced  man  like  the  Evangelist,  should  not  lose  heart 
in  urging  his  countrymen  to  abandon  their  idols  and  wor¬ 
ship  only  the  Lord,  the  true  God.  Then  I  reminded  him 
how  much  provocation,  insult  and  contempt,  Jesus,  our 
Savior  patiently  endured ;  that  when  the  Jews  said, 
“  Thou  hast  a  devil he  meekly  replied,  “  I  have  not  a 
devil,  but  I  honor  my  Father,  and  ye  do  dishonor  me.” 
“  When  he  was  reviled,  he  reviled  not  again.”  So  ought 
men  to  act  towards  the  heathen,  and  in  following  Jesus 
and  praying  for  help,  God  will  succor  us.  This  conversa¬ 
tion  had  a  good  effect.  The  old  man  was  nerved  to  re¬ 
newed  effort,  and  spoke  better  and  more  earnestly  to  the 
patients  than  I  remember  to  have  heard  him  before.  He 
specially  exhorted  the  women  to  put  no  trust  in  Kwanyin, 
the  Goddess  of  Mercy,  who  had  already  deceived  them  too 
long.  He  said  this  was  the  anniversary  of  her  festival 
day,  and  much  honor  would  be  paid  to  her ;  but  the  Chi¬ 
nese  mythology  shows  her  to  be  only  a  woman  and  a  very 
licentious  one :  worship  her  not,  but  worship  God,  the 
Savior  of  men. 

At  six  A.  M.,  many  women  had  arrived,  and  when  w? 
opeimd  the  dispensary  a  hundred  persons  had  assembled. 
Distribution  of  books  and  religious  teaching  as  usual. 
The  principal  diseases  were  those  of  the  eye  ;  dyspepsia ; 
scrofula;  ulcers;  abscesses;  cough;  rheumatism.  The 
most  important  cases  were :  (1)  a  deep  chronic  ab¬ 
scess  of  the  thigh  in  a  girl  of  twelve,  which  had  been  long 
treated  in  vain  by  internal  medicine.  The  lancet  eva¬ 
cuated  upwards  of  a  pint  of  pus  to  the  astotiishment  of  all 
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present.  (2)  Incipient  disease  of  the  hip  joint  in  a  boy 
of  ten.  (S)  Chronic  enlargement  of  the  liver  with  as¬ 
cites  ;  the  abdomen  was  tapped  twice,  and  with  the  aid  of 
salines  and  alteratives,  great  relief  afforded.  (4)  Cases 
of  cataract,  entropium,  and  closed  pupil  from  effusion 
of  lymph,  and  a  case  of  divided  palate,  were  remanded 
for  operation  on  the  25th.  Opened  the  dispensary  at  half 
past  nine  a.m.;  closed  at  three  p.m.;  250  patients,  140  wo- 
\m^en,  110  men,  chiefly  of  the  poorer  class. 

July  21  st.  234  patients ;  1 12  women  and  children,  122 
men.  Four  children  were  dismissed  as  incurable  cases  of 
blindness ;  one  of  these  was  the  son  of  a  respectable  trades¬ 
man,  who  said,  that  hearing  of  my  celebrity  he  brought  his 
son  to  have  his  sight  restored.  A  single  glance  showed 
that  both  eyes  were  irretrievably  ruined,  and  1  regret¬ 
ted  that  so  fine  a  boy  should  be  doomed  to  continued 
darkness.  I  told  the  father  that  if  he  had  brought  the 
child  when  first  affected  with  the  inflammation,  instead 
of  spending  his  money  to  no  purpose  upon  quacks,  the 
eyes  might  have  been  saved.  “  But  can  you  do  nothing 
says  the  father ;  1  have  heard  of  your  great  skill,  and  by 

cutting  the  eye  would  not  there  some  sight  be  obtained? 
even  a  little  would  be  better  than  total  blindness.”  I  said 
the  eyes  were  destroyed,  totally  lost,  and  not  any  surgeon 
on  earth  could  afford  the  least  benefit ;  God  alone  could 
create,  I  could  only  heal — without  new  eyes,  his  child 
could  not  see.  I  exhorted  the  father  to  endeavor  to 
make  up  for  the  loss  of  the  organs  of  vision  by  enlighten¬ 
ing  the  eyes  of  the  mind  with  wholesome  and  careful  pa¬ 
rental  instruction.— (^mong  eye  diseases,  chronic  oph- 
/flTalmia,  and  ophthalmia  tarsi. — Among  cutaneous  dis¬ 
eases,  psoriasis;  psora;  leprosy;  elephantiasis,  were  the 
most  numerous. — Tinnitus  aurium,  excessive  cerumen, 
and  discharge  of  the  outer  ear ;  lupus  of  the  face  ;  ex- 


17 


traction  of  a  piece  of  ivory  bodkin  from  the  arm ;  acute 
and  chronic  abscesses ;  enlargement  of  the  testes ;  dropsy 
from  enlarged  spleen,  and  a  great  many  cases  of  chronic 
cough,  dyspepsia,  rheumatic  neuralgia,  and  slight  feve^ 
received  medical  aid  and  treatment.^  The  dispensary 
opened  as  usual  with  an  address  from  the  Evangelist  at 
half  past  nine,  and  closed  at  three. — This  morning  two 
interesting  young  men,  natives  of  Hainan,  connected 
with  the  public  office  of  the  prefect  of  Canton,  paid  me  a 
visit.  We  discussed  the  subject  of  religion;  the  state  of 
things  at  Hainan,  &c.  1  read  with  one,  a  part  of  the 

15th  chapter  of  I.  Corinthians.  It  was  with  difficulty  I 
could  make  him  perceive  the  difference  between  the 
sacred  Book,  the  Bible,  and  what  he  called  his  sacred 
books.  His  book  said  nothing  of  the  resurrection  ;  our’s 
did,  because  it  was  a  revelation  from  God  to  man. 

I  showed  them  some  specimens  of  anatomical  models 
and  the  human  skeleton,  and  after  giving  them  some 
books  they  took  their  leave. 

I  had  also  a  visit  from  a  military  officer,  a  captain  in  tlie 
army.  We  conversed  on  various  subjects,  especially 
among  others,  the  superiority  of  the  Christian  religion. 
He  remarked  that  he  had  read  some  of  our  books, 
and  was  convinced  that  the  doctrines  were  good  ;  they 
were  despised  by  his  countrymen  because  they  were 
not  known.  I  lamented  their  disinclination  to  receive 
anything  from  the  despised  foreigners,  and  the  wicked¬ 
ness  of  the  people  In  not  restraining  their  children  from 
vice,  and  in  teaching  them  to  behave  so  rudely  to  stran¬ 
gers.  In  the  hospital,  for  example,  all  styled  me  “  Seeyi- 
shang,^^  Doctor ;  or  “  Sze-yay^^'^  Venerable  Teacher  ; 
but  when  they  see  me  on  the  water  or  in  the  streets, 

they  call  me  ‘‘  a  foreign  devil,  whose  head  should  be  cut 
oft*” 

o 
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Another  visitor,  a  young  man,  very  intelligent  and  good 
mannered,  a  merchant,  was  entertained  by  me  for  some 
time.  We  spoke  chiefly  on  medicine ;  compared  Chinese 
and  European  theories  and  practice  ;  showed  the  fallacy 
ot  the  pulse  as  treated  of  in  Chinese  medicine.  We 
spoke  of  vaccination  ;  he  said  it  was  chiefly  confined  to 
Canton,  but  he  thought  that  here  nearly  all  children  were 
vaccinated ;  he  knew  several  native  doctors  who  prac¬ 
ticed  vaccination,  charging  from  50  cash  to  ^1  for 
each  patient.  He  wanted  to  bring  a  young  man  to  me 
who  wished  to  study  medicine,  but  I  declined  at  present. 
He  also  ofiered  to  teach  me  Chinese  in  the  evening,  if 
1  would  give  him  some  lessons  in  English,  which  I  also 
declined. 

^  July  2^th.  The  dispensary  closed  at  half  past  four, 
all  feeling  exhausted  after  the  hard  day’s  work.  The 
number  of  new  and  old  patients  was  281 ; — 160  women, 
121  men. — The  cases  were  chiefly  dyspepsia;  flux; 
chronic  cough;  dropsy;  abscesses;  diseases  of  the 
joints;  rheumatic  neuralgia ;  ophthalmia;  ulcers;  &;c. 
The  two  most  important  cases  were  fungus  haematodes 
of  the  maxillary  sinus  of  the  right  side,  and  a  very  large 
vascular  tumor  projecting  from  the  abdominal  walls, 
which  latter  case  was  remanded  for  operation. 

26th,  The  services  with  the  patients  as  usual.  The 
chief  diseases  were  necrosis  of  the  femur,  a  long  splinter 
from  which  was  drawn  out;  osteo-sarcoma  of  the  right 
sinus  of  the  maxillary  bone  ;  osteo-sarcoma  growing  from 
the  lower  jaw  within  the  mouth,  removal  of  which  was 
followed  by  copious  hemorrhage,  only  suppressed  by  the 
patient  fainting,  with  caustic  and  pledgets  of  lint  steeped 
in  tincture  of  benzoin ;  contused  and  lacerated  wounds 
in  a  watchman  by  thieves. 

21th,  Removed  the  tumor  alluded  to  above.  It  com- 
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menced  growing  seven  months  ago,  and  is  now  the  size 
of  a  child’s  head  of  two  years  old.  The  whole  surface  is 
ulcerated  and  bleeds  freely  on  being  pricked.  Its  attach¬ 
ments  are  four  inches  long  and  one  deep.  The  integu¬ 
ments  at  the  neck  of  the  tumor  were  pressed  between 
the  fingers,  a  bistoury  was  then  passed  through  its  base, 
and  divided  the  left  and  right  attachments ;  five  arteries 
were  secured.  The  tumor  weighed  1/6.  9oz.,  of  a  solid 
sarcomatous  texture.  The  cut  surface  soon  healed 
over,  and  he  returned  to  his  home  very  thankful. 

August  1 1/6.  230  patients.  Most  important  cases  were 
(1)  Aneurism  of  the  popliteal  artery,  as  large  as  a  goose 
egg.  It  commenced  two  months  ago,  at  first  very  small, 
but  increasing  daily  to  the  present  size.  Neither  he  nor 
any  of  the  assistants  were  at  all  aware  of  the  nature  of 
the  disease.  One  proposed  opening  it  by  the  lancet. 
Age  57 ;  by  business  a  cake  maker ;  native  of  Fatshan. 
He  was  admitted  an  in-patient.  (2)  Aneurism  of  the 
aorta,  projecting  from  the  chest  on  the  right  superior  part 
of  the  sternum,  attended  with  asthmatic  breathing  and 
congested  bloated  features.  (3)  Large  carcinoma  of  the 
left  breast,  affecting  the  glands  of  the  axilla ;  it  commenc¬ 
ed  eight  months  since.  Right  breast  healthy,  and  well 
supplied  with  milk  for  her  child  four  months  old.  (4) 
Acute  dropsy  in  a  child.  Immense  ascites  in  a  woman  of 
40,  admitted  into  the  house.  (5)  Cancer  of  the  tongue  ; 
with  numerous  cases  of  dyspepsia,  ophthalmia,  affections 
of  the  skin  and  ear. 

14/6.  Patients  prescribed  for  amounted  to  243. 

15/6.  Various  operations  on  the  eye.  Tapped  two 
cases  of  ascites  at  the  special  desire  of  the  patients,  and 
extirpated  some  encysted  tumors. 

18/6.  Patients,  235.  A  boy  of  12  was  brought  with 
extensive  emphysema  about  the  chest,  with  much  excite- 


20 


ment  in  the  breathing.  The  cause  was  from  a  wound 
by  the  side  of  the  left  scapula,  which  communicated  with 
the  lung.  Expiration,  when  the  mouth  Was  closed,  ex¬ 
pelled  air  in  a  strong  gust  through  the  wound.  The  boy 
had  fallen  from  a  tree  the  day  before,  and  either  a  branch, 
or  something  sharp  on  the  ground  had  penetrated  the 
chest.  Bandages  were  tightly  applied,  and  salines  ad- 
mininstered,  and  in  a  few  days  the  lad  was  quite  well. 

The  case  of  aneurism  previously  mentioned  in  the 
popliteal  space  was  operated  by  tying  the  femoral  artery, 
it  is  too  long  to  detail  in  this  general  report.  It  will  be 
Sufficient  to  state  that  in  consequence  of  the  aneurism 
having  suddenly  burst  in  the  evening  at  nine  p.  m., 
the  operation  was  soon  afterwards  performed  by  candle¬ 
light,  which  was  a  few  hours  in  advance  of  the  time 
that  had  been  previously  appointed  for  the  operation. 
Dr.  Rowe  (then  assisting  Dr.  Marjoribanks)  kindly  came 
from  the  Foreign  Factories  to  my  assistance,  and  soon 
brought  the  patient  under  the  influence  of  chloroform, 
which  ffiough  at  first  producing  restlessness  and  incohe¬ 
rence,  was  soon  followed  by  a  perfect  calm  and  deep  sleep. 
The  artery  was  secured  without  difficulty  about  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  the  triangular  space,  and  all  pulsation  in  the  tumor 
immediately  and  completely  Ceased.  The  limb  was  care¬ 
fully  bandaged  with  flannel,  and  elevated  ;  the  next  day 
the  symptoms  were  very  favorable,  the  foot  only  was 
cold.  On  the  fourth  day  unquivocal  symptoms  of  mor¬ 
tification  showed  themselves  in  the  foot,  then  in  the 
leg,  and  the  patient  died  on  the  24th,  the  evening  of 
the  same  day  on  which  he  was  taken  home.  The  friends 
expressed  their  gratitude  for  the  attention  which  had  been 
\£aid  to  him  while  in  the  hospital. 

21 5^  The  number  of  tickets  issued  this  day  was  304 — 
159  women  and  145  men. 
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21th.  The  Sabbath  ;  there  was  a  good  congregation, 
about  one  hundred  and  eighty  persons  present,  lor  the 
most  part  orderly  and  quiet.  Addressed  from  the  17th 
chapter  of  Acts,  a' discourse  peculiarly  appropriate  to  the 
Chinese,  who  in  this  particular,  resemble  the  A  thenians 
in  their  contempt  for  everything  not  harmonizing  with 
their  philosophy  and  superstitions.  The  Lord’s  supper 
was  administered  in  an  upper  room  to  the  professing 
Christians.  The  Evangelist  described  in  a  feeling  man¬ 
ner  the  love  of  Christ,  and  the  duty  of  his  disciples  to  love 
one  another. 

Sept.  Is^.  12  patients.  A  tyfoon  this  day,  which  did 
fearful  mischief  to  the  ships  and  boats  on  the  the  river. 

2d.  Sunday ;  about  200  persons  present ;  congrega¬ 
tion  addressed  by  Rev.  Dr.  Legge. 

^th.  Patients  251:— 113  men,  and  138  women.  At  the 
latter  part  of  this  month,  being  exhausted  by  the  exces¬ 
sive  heat,  and  succession  of  severe  attacks  of  intermittent 
fever,  I  was  obliged  to  leave  for  change  of  air  and  relax¬ 
ation  at  Macao,  and  returned  in  three  weeks  compara¬ 
tively  well. 

Oct.  20th.  to  Nov.  25th.  The  average  attendance  has 
been  100.  The  Evangelist  now  takes  a  short  tract,  or  a 
portion  of  the  Sacred  Scriptures,  and  plainly  and  faith¬ 
fully  explains  it  to  the  congregation ;  we  then  sing  a 
Psalm  of  praise,  and  he  concludes  with  prayer  for  the 
sick  people  before  him,  and  for  the  physician,  that  strength 
and  ability  may  be  given  him  to  heal  their  diseases. 
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Death  from  Stabbing. 


Nov.  2\st.  Was  sent  for  in  a  hurry  to  see  a  patient 
who  had  been  wounded  the  night  before  in  the  abdomen, 
by  a  person  unknown,  with  whom  differences  had  arisen 
from  his  accidentally  tripping  his  foot.  When  I  saw 
him  12  hours  after,  a  large  portion  of  the  bowel,  of  a  dark 
congested  appearance,  and  filled  with  fluid  and  air,  pro¬ 
truded  from  a  longitudinal  wound  about  an  inch  long  in 
the  right  umbilical  region.  It  being  impossible  to  reduce 
the  strangulated  bowel,  a  blunt  pointed  bistoury  careful¬ 
ly  divided  the  internal  fascia  and  muscular  fibres,  and  the 
intestine  was  then  readily  returned,  and  much  relief  af¬ 
forded.  The  patient  was  a  large  and  powerful  man. 
He  said  he  had  lost  much  blood  at  the  time  of  receiving 
the  wound.  He  had  been  carried  when  he  fell  down 
into  that  house  (which  I  heard  afterwards  was  not  a  re¬ 
putable  one),  and  its  inmates  immediately  fled ;  it  was 
near  the  temple  of  Longevity.  A  large  concourse  of  peo¬ 
ple  had  assembled  near  the  door,  when  they  heard  that  a 
foreigner  was  inside ;  on  coming  out  of  the  house  into 
the  street,  some  of  these  low  fellows  seemed  disposed  to 
“offer  insult  and  make  a  disturbance,  but  they  were  im¬ 
mediately  checked  by  others  who  informed  them  of  my 
business.  My  assistant  and  myself  were  then  allowed  to 
go  quietly  to  our  chairs,  which  were  waiting  for  us  at  a 
little  distance.  The  patient  was  again  visited  in  the  even 
ing,  but  he  was  then  dying  from  inflammation  and  loss 
of  blood. 

Nov.  25th.  A  large  sarcomatous  tumor  was  removed 
by  Dr.  Rowe,  from  the  left  side  of  the  neck  in  a  patient 
from  Shuntak.  It  was  of  ten  years’  growth,  and  very 
unsightly.  It  weighed  1 1/6.  This  man  has  since  brought 
Vmany  friends  for  operation  and  treatment. 


23 


Insanily. 

Considering  the  phlegmatic  temperament  and  temper¬ 
ate  habits  of  the  Chinese,  it  might  be  anticipated  that  this 
malady  is  not  of  frequent  occurrence;  and  I  think  future 
inquiry  will  prove  that  insanity  prevails  to  a  much  less  ex¬ 
tent  in'China  than  in  Europe.  It  has  been  rarely  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  lists  of  diseases  treated  by  the  medical  mis¬ 
sionaries,  and  on  referring  to  the  Golden  Mirror  of  Medical 
Practice,  a  standard  work  in  China,  I  find  a  very  meagre 
description  of  the  symptoms,  cause,  and  treatment  of  this 
disease.  Idiocy  is  properly  distinguished  from  lunacy, 
and  this  latter  is  divided  into  two  kinds  kwang  and  tien  ; 
the  first  (mania)  belongs  to  the  yang  principle,  with  an 
excess  of  fire  or  excitement;  the  second  (dementia,  in¬ 
coherent  madness)  partakes  of  the  yin,  with  fluidity  in 
excess,  a  state  of  depression  ;  there  may  be  a  transition  of 
one  into  the  other. — Lunatic  asylums  are  unknown  in 
China. 

Several  young  and  grown  up  persons  idiotic  from  their 
birth,  have  been  brought  for  treatment,  some  of  them  with 
remarkably  formed  heads,  flattened  on  one  side,  smaller 
than  natural,  o  rconical ;  but  during  eight  years  of  practice 
among  theChinese,  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  witness¬ 
ing  only  two  cases  of  insanity.  They  were  both  men 
about  40  years  of  age,  one  residing  in  the  suburbs  near 
the  northern  gate  of  this  city,  and  the  other  on  the  river 
side.  The  former  case  exhibited  the  usual  symptoms  of 
incoherent  madness.  He  was  chained  by  one  foot  and  hand 
to  a  large  block  of  granite  ;  and  his  wife  and  mother  were 
in  the  greatest  terror  when  I  proposed  he  should  be  un¬ 
loosed  for  a  time,  for  the  chains  were  evidently  galling 
to  his  flesh.  They  said  he  would  kill  them,  or  set 


the  house  on  fire;  he  had  been  mischievous  when  his 
hands  were  free,  and  was  often  furious  if  displeased. 
He  was  incessantly  chattering  to  himself;  his  chief  theme 
was  money  and  the  gods.  It  appeared  that  his  mind  had 
been  much  depressed  by  losses  in  trade,  and  the  death  of 
his  children.  When  questioned  by  me  mildly  and  firmly, 
he  gave  a  rational  reply,  but  immediately  after  relapsed 
into  his  usual  state  of  incoherency.  He  seldom  took  food, 
and  still  more  rarely  slept.  His  mind  seemed  wholly 
absorbed  with  a  succession  of  confused  and  imperfect 
ideas  unconnectedly  expressed.  His  head  was  hot,  ge¬ 
neral  cirpulatiqn  languid,  and  body  emaciated.  He  was 
visited  twice,  and  under  treatment  a  month,  but  with  no 
permanent  benefit.  Large  doses  of  opium  were  borne 
at  first  with  advantage. 

The  second  was  a  mild  case  of  Mania.  He  was  oc¬ 
casionally  furious,  but  had  little  to  say.  In  reply  to 
questions,,  he  would  sometimes  answer  rationally,  at  other 
times  he  would  only  move  his  head  significantly  at  his 
irons.  Purgatives  and  blisters  had  a  very  happy  effect; 
after  a  few  days  he  was  quite  restored  to  his  usual  health. 
By  trade  a  cannon  founder,  and  addicted  to  free  living. 

Amputations, 

On  June  8th,  1849,  a  man  was  brought  into  the  Hos¬ 
pital  from  Fatshan  a  few  miles  distant,  with  a  shattered 
hand  and  comminuted  compound  fracture  of  the  bones 
of  the  right  arm  with  much  contusion,  from  the  bursting 
of  a  piece-ef^  cannon.  Assisted  by  Dr.  Startain  of  H.  M. 
Steamer  Phlegethon,  the  arm  was  removed  by  a  flap 
operation  above  the  elbow.  The  patient  had  lost  much 
blood,  and  was  speedily  brought  under  the  influence  of 
chloroform.  He  was  fearful  of  pain,  and  when  he 


awoke  from  his  pleasant  slumbers,  he  was  astonished  and 
delighted  with  the  welcome  news  that  the  operation  was 
completed.  On  the  third  day  after,  he  was  able  to 
cook  his  own  rice,  and  on  the  twentieth  day  left  the  hos¬ 
pital  very  grateful  for  the  life  which  had  been  saved.  He 
has  since  shown  himself  in  excellent  health. 

'Nov.  5th.  A  woman  aged  40,  much  worn  down  by 
long  continued  disease  of  the  bones  of  the  hand  and  arm, 
was  admitted.  On  the  6th,  assisted  by  my  pupil  Awing,  the 
arm  was  remov^ed  by  flap  operation ;  four  arteries  were 
tied.  The  chloroform  affected  her  immediately,  and  ren¬ 
dered  her  quite  insensible  to  pain.  Tlie  bones  of  the 
hand  were  found  greatly  diseased  with  deep  and  foul 
ulcers  extending  up  beyond  the  elbow,  on  seeing  which 
her  husband  was  quite  satisfied  that  the  removal  of  the 
'arm  by  amputation  was  the  only  hope  of  cure. 

On  the  13th,  the  patient  vvas  doing  well  in  all  respects; 
on  the  23d,  the  incisions  were  entirely  healed,  and  the 
next  day  she  left  the  hospital  much  improved  in  general 
health. 

Tumors. 

I  have  no  statistical  tables  to  guide  me,  but  I  much 
doubt  whether  the  opinion  commonly  expressed  is  a  cor¬ 
rect  one,  that  Asiatics  are  peculiarly  the  subjects  of  un¬ 
natural  enlargements  and  large  growths.  In  the  West, 
tumors  are  removed  by  operation  almost  as  soon  as  they 
appear,  and  are  never  heard  of;  still,  a  large  number 
come  under  the  care  of  hospital  surgeons,  and  are  report¬ 
ed  in  the  medical  archives.  In  the  East — I  speak  more 
particularly  of  China^ — the  excision  of  tumors  by  the 
knife  of  the  native  practitioner  is  scarcely,  if  ever  prac-i 
tised  ;  I  have  never  heard  of  a  single  case.  The  conse- 
quence  is  tliat  the  tumors  go  on  .increasing  both-  in 
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n amber  and  size  from  year  to  year,  and  from  their  posi¬ 
tion  and  unnatural  proportions  excite  attention,  and  pro¬ 
duce  the  conviction  of  their  greater  frequency  among 
this  people.  The  reports  of  the  medical  missionaries  al¬ 
so  naturally  foster  this  opinion.  I  can  bear  my  testimony, 
however,  since  I  have  resided  in  Canton,  to  the  great 
frequency  of  encysted  tumors,  and  tumors  of  the  glands, 
especially  scrofulous  enlargement  of  the  lymphatic  glands. 
Of  goitre,  I  have  only  seen  a  few  cases.  Ovarian  tum¬ 
ors,  and  chronic  enlargement  of  the  liver  and  spleen 
with  ascites,  are  of  common  occurrence.  During  the  last 
year  and  a  half,  I  have  had  three  cases  of  aneurism  im- 
der  treatment ;  one  of  popliteal  aneurism  already  refer¬ 
red  to,  and  two  of  the  arch  of  the  aorta  projecting 
through  the  sternum,  attended  with  great  dyspnoea. 

I  here  mention  three  cases  of  operation  for  tumors, 
as  illustrative  of  the  different  effects  of  chloroform  and  of 
Chinese  quackery. 

In  July,  a  man  was  admitted  with  non-malignant  scir¬ 
rhous  gland  situated  deep  in  the  submaxillary  space,  about 
the  size  of  a  man’s  fist.  A  Chinese  doctor  had  applied 
medicine  to  it  which  produced  a  deep  ulcer  and  slough, 
followed  by  a  fetid  discharge  which  of  course  only  served 
to  add  to  rather  than  to  lessen  the  disease.  The  patient 
begged  to  have  it*  extirpated  by  the  knife.  The  tumor 
►  was  carefully  dissected  out,  and  though  attended  with 

some  hemorrhage,  only  one  artery  required  to  be  tied. 
He  could  not  be  brought  under  the  complete  influence 
of  chloroform.  He  was  restless ;  but  still  he  afterwards 
said  that  he  was  not  conscious  of  suffering,  though  it 
must  have  been  otherwise  a  painful  operation.  It  healed 
over  by  granulation,  for  no  integument  could  be  secured 
owing  to  the  Chinese  doctor’s  handiwork. 

In  October,  a  boy  aged  fourteen  was  brought  by  his 
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father  from  the  country  to  have  a  large  tumor  excised 
from  the  outer  and  upper  part  of  the  thigh,  from  which  it 
hung  pendulous,  attached  to  a  base  of  eight  inches  in 
length,  and  about  two  in  breadth.  The  weight  and  size  of 
the  tumor  seriously  incommoded  the  boy’s  motions.  It 
commenced  growing  when  he  was  four  months  old^  caus¬ 
ed,  by  the  father’s  account,  by  the  frequent  whippings 
which  he  received  from  his  mother.  There  were  a  few 
cicatrices  upon  the  surface  of  the  tumor,  the  result  of  ul¬ 
cerations  produced  by  escharotic  plasters*  designed  to 
remove  the  enormous  growth.  The  boy  was  instantly 
affected  by  chloroform,  and  after  the  integument  surround¬ 
ing  the  base  of  the  tumor  was  dissected  back  for  flaps 
on  both  sides,  the  whole  mass  was  excised  by  an  amputat¬ 
ing  knife  in  a  few  seconds.  The  hemorrhage,  chiefly  ve¬ 
nous,  was  by  no  means  considerable  for  so  large  a  surface 
exposed.  Four  arteries  were  tied.  The  parts  were  brought 
together  by  suture  and  plaster,  and  the  patient  put  to 
bed.  He  was  quite  insensible  to  the  operation,  and 
continued  in  a  partial  state  of  syncope  and  insensibility 
for  half  an  hour.  The  tumor  was  composed  of  adipose 
tissue,  and  weighed  eight  pounds.  On  the  second  day  after 
the  operation,  the  boy  was  greatly  alarmed  by  a  fire  which 
destroyed  a  great  number  of  wood  and  mat  buildings  op - 
.  posite  us,  and  he  fled  into  the  street.  This  interfered 
with  the  adhesive  inflammation,  and  postponed  the  heal¬ 
ing  process  considerably.  The  incisions  are  now  (four 
weeks  since  the  operation)  nearly  all  healed  over. 

Oct,  29th.  The  third  case  is  that  of  a  Chinese  teacher 
a  native  ofHiangshan,  near  Macao.  He  appeared ihree 
months  ago  with  a  large,  round,  fibrous  tumor,  attached 
to  the  deltoid  muscle.  The  patient  was  in  excellent  health, 

*  These  plasters  owe  their  escharotic  property  to  the  presence  of  arsenic  and 
blister  fly.  J 
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and  the  tumor  free  from  all  malignity.  He  was  advised  to 
have  it  removed,  but  said  he  dreaded  the  pain,  lie  was 
told  of  the  wonderful  effects  of  chloroform,  and  promised 
to  return,  with  his  bedding  in  a  few  days.  He  did  return, 
but  not  till  the  above  date,  and  then  so  altered,  thin  ant^ 
care-worn,  that  I  did  not  reegonize  him.  On  exposing 
bis  arm,  the  tumor,  which  before  was  covered  with  a 
healthy  integument,  was  now  entirely  ulcerated  and  con¬ 
tinually  secreting  a  fetid  discharge.  There  were  also  large 
and  deep  sloughs  round  the  arm  to  the  elbow.  His  pulse 
was  extremely  feeble,  face  pale,  and  whole  body  much 
emaciated,  with  loss  of  appetite  and  wretched  nights. 
On  inquiring  the  cause  of  all  this  mischief,  the  poor  man 
cried  out,  “alas,  alas,  how  have  I  been  deceived!  I  did 
not  believe  your  words;  I  feared  the  knife,  and  therefore 
went  home  and  put  myself  under  the  care  of  a  native 
surgeon,  who  promised  to  remove  the  whole  mass  without 
any  cutting.  I  agreed  to  give  him  twelve  dollars,  and  paid 
six  in  advance,  and  was,  to  pay  the  remainder  when  the 
cure  was  effected.  He  applied  his  drugs  day  after  day, 
and  you  see  the  result.  I  am  nearly  a  dead  man,  and  am 
now  come  to  throw  myself  upon  your  kind  care.”  The 
next  day  the  attachments  of  the  tumor  were  speedily  divid¬ 
ed  by  a  large  bistoury ;  the  sloughs  were  also  removed 
from  the  arm,  and  the  whole  dressed  and  bandaged. 

Nov.  \Uh.  It  is  now  nearly  healed  by  granulations. 
The  patient  has  been  improving  in  health  daily,  and  both 
he  and  his  friends  are  very  grateful  for  the  a,ssist 
rendered.  He  could  not  be  induced  to  inhale  the  chloro¬ 
form  ^ong  enough  for  it  to  affect  him,  but  threw  it  away 
from  his  face  immediately  the  linen  bag  was  applied,  but 
he  was  glad  then  to  endure  anything  to  get  rid  of  his 
loathsome  disease. 
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Hernia, 

Cases  of  large  inguinal  and  scrotal  in  men,  and  um¬ 
bilical  in  children,  are  abundantly  recorded.  I  have  met 
with  only  one  case  of  strangulated  hernia,  which  was  re¬ 
duced  by  the  taxis  after  the  use  of  tartar  emetic  and  hot 
fomentations.  Owing  to  the  want  of  skill  in  manufacturing 
steel,  trusses  can  not  be  made  by  the  Chinese  ;  those  that 
are  sent  froni  Europe  are  too  expensive  to  give  away. 
Hence  many  can  get  no  help  for  this  infirmity.  The  size^ 
to  which  they  attain  in  certain  cases  is  prodigious.  The 
Chinese  doctors  make  no  distinction  between  hydrocele, 
sarcocele,  scrotal  hernia,  and  chronic  enlargement  of 
the  testes;  they  are  all  called  by  one  name,  and  treated 
alike.  ^ 

Poisoning  by  Opium. 

Applications  to  rescue  persons  from  suicide  by  opium 
have  been  very  frequent.  Unfortunately,  however,  they 
are  often  made  too  late.  When  I  arrive  with  all  speed 
at  the  house,  by  chair,  by  boat,  or  on  foot,  the  patient  is 
usually  just  dead,  or  in  articulo  mortis.  An  affecting  case 
occurred  last  month.  At  10  p.  m.,  I  was  urgently  re¬ 
quested  to  go  to  a  street  in  the  sixth  ward,  distant  about 
one  mile  and  a  half.  A  sedan  was  provided,  and  I  was 
carried  there  with  great  haste  through  the  narrow  streets, 
with  torches  leading  the  way  ;  when  we  met  with  any  im¬ 
pediment,  the  chair-bearers  called  out — “  make  way!  very 
important  business !  saving  a  man’s  life!” — on  which  the 
foot  passengers  moved  away  right  and  left.  All  the  hurry, 
however,  proved  of  no  use.  The  young  man  had  expired. 
His  wife  with  tears  and  lamentations  intreated  me  on  her 
knees  to  save  her  husband’s  life,  and  she  could  scarcely 
believe  that  he  was  really  dead,  though  the  strongest 
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ammonia  put  into  the  eye  made  no  impression  upon  it. 
This  young  maft  had  swallowed  a  large  dose  of  the 
extract  of  opium  to  relieve  himself  from  the  misery  of 
seeing  his  wife  and  son  dying  before  him  for  want  of 
food.  He  was  by  trade  a  silk  weaver,  and  had  latterly  been 
quite  unable  to  get  any  employment.* 

Record  of  Four  Cases  that  were  Recovered. 

One  was  an  old  lady,  the  wife  of  one  of  the  official 
linguists,  who  had  swallowed  in  a  fit  of  anger  a  quantity 
of  opium  to  prove  her  innocence  of  a  charge  that  she  was 
the  cause  of  her  daughter-in-law’s  hanging  herself  the  day 
before  (to  whom  I  had  been  called,  of  course  too  late  to 
save  life).  The  pump  was  promptly  applied,  which 
removed  the  opium  from  the  stomach,  and  in  a  few  hours 
the  old  lady  was  as  well  and  blithe  as  ever. 

The  second  case  was  that  of  a  young  woman  who  had 
swallowed  a  large  dose  of  opium  from  jealousy.  She  was 
quite  insensible  when  I  reached  the  house.  The  use  of 
the  stomach  pump  was  completely  successful,  and  its  ef¬ 
fects  much  astonished  tlie  bystanders.  Some  said  I  was 
a  second  Wa  To  (an  ancient  physician  now  deified),  and 
that  I  had  the  hand  of  a  Budha. 

The  third  case  was  a  man  about  thirty-five,  who  in  the 
absence  of  his  brother  had  broken  open  his  money-chest, 
and  stolen  out  of  it  200  dollars  which  belonged  to  another 
party,  intending  to  replace  it  by  the  gains  he  expected  to 
realize  by  gambling  with  it.  He  however  lost  the  whole 
during  one  night,  and  in  the  morning,  from  vexation  and 
chagrin,  determined  to  destroy  himself  by  opium.  He  dis¬ 
solved  half  an  ounce  of  the  strong  extract  in  a  little  hot 


^  H  is  having  taken  opium  was  discovered  by  a  few  parting  kisses  and  word* 
to  hi*  Bon,  which  his  raother-in-law  in  another  room  overheard. 


tea,  and  secretly  swallowed  it.  When  1  saw  him,  his 
face  and  lips  were  livid,  pulse  feeble,  respiration  low,  pu¬ 
pils  almost  insensible  to  light,  and  it  was  scarcely  possible 
to  rouse  him  to  sensation.  The  stomach  was  soon  emp¬ 
tied  of  its  contents,  the  pump  being  kept  in  operation 
till  colorless  fluid  was  ejected,  which,  with  the  injection 
of  warm  water  with  a  few  drops  of  ether  in  it,  restored 
color  to  his  face,  and  in  a  few  minutes  he  could  answer 
slightly  when  violently  roused,  and  swallow  a  little  tea.  It 
was  evident  from  his  soon  relapsing  into  the  lethargic 
state  that  a  considerable  portion  of  the  opium  had  been 
absorbed  into  the  system;  by  careful  watching  for  some 
hours,  dashing  water  on  his  face,  keeping  him  roused 
by  dragging  him  about  between  two  men,  and  otlier  ex¬ 
pedients,  torpor  at  length  disappeared. — This  man  was 
bent  on  self-destruction,  and  I  heard  some  days  after  tliat 
he  had  drowned  himself  in  the  river. 

I  may  here  refer  to  a  spectacle  tliat  I  witnessed  in  Macao, 
the  impression  of  which  will  not  soon  be  erased  from  my 
memory.  Before  me,  in  a  small  room  of  a  house  of  ill 
fame,  among  the  Chinese  settlements,  was  a  tall,  well 
dressed  man  lying  upon  a  bed  quite  dead ;  near  his 
side  lay  a  young  woman  in  a  partially  insensible  state,  who, 
on  our  attempting  to  introduce  the  tube  of  the  stomach 
pump,  violently  resisted,  and  with  her  hands  firmly  grasp¬ 
ed  the  clothes  of  the  deceased  man,  and  all  our  efforts  were 
unavailing  to  induce  her  to  relax  her  hold,  or  to  swallow 
the  least  portion  of  fluid  containing  emetic  sulphate  of 
zinc.  Her  eyes  were  red,  face  flushed,  and  pulse  quick. 
She  had  vomited  most  of  the  opium  ;  the  rest  had  been 
absorbed  into  the  blood,  and  produced  this  state  of  mania. 
After  a  time,  the  stimulating  and  narcotic  effects  of  the 
drug  passed  off,  and  she  was  restored  to  her  usual  health. 
It  appeared  from  her  account,  that  early  in  the  morning 
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—  they  had  each  dissolved  2  drachms  of  extract  of  opium 
and  drunk  it  off— finding  they  could  no  longer  live  to¬ 
gether  on  earth,  they  had  resolved  to  die  together,  hoping 
to  be  reunited  in  the  other  world.  The  man  left  a  wife 
and  six  children. 

The  fourth  case  Was  that  of  a  young  woman,  whom  m^ 
assistant  Awing  restored.  He  was  called  early,  and  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  expelling  the  poison  by  the  use  of  the  stomach 
pump— a  fact  which  it  is  very  pleasing  to  record. 

I  apprehend  we  should  find  that  suicide  among  the 
Chinese  is  very  frequent.  Feuds  and  jealousies  in  families, 
and  distress  and  poverty  among  the  working  classes,  are 
the  chief  causes.  Woman  usually  resort  to  hanging,  and 
“and  men  to  opium. 

Epidemics, 

Canton,  considering  its  population,  seems  peculiarly 
free  from  severe  continued  and  intermittent  fever.  1  have 
heard  recently  of  several  deaths  from  cholera  morbus, 
among  the  first  of  which  was  the  father  of  a  child  who  was 
under  my  case.  He  was  seized  with  cramp  and  the  other 
usual  symptoms  at  two  p.  m.,  anddied  two  hours  after¬ 
wards.  The  malady  is  called  in  this  dialect  Chow  kan 
ching,  meaning,  a  drawing  up  of  the  tendons. 

The  mortality  among  children  from  small  pox  is  every 

—  year  very  great,  and  the  amount  of  blindness  or  leucoma 
resulting  from  it,  is  painful  to  refer  to.  The  benefits 
of  vaccination  appear  chiefly  confined  to  Canton,  and 
here  there  are  multitudes  who  have  a  prejudice  against 
it.  There  is  also  reason  to  fear  that  the  virus  has  de¬ 
generated.  Attempts  are  how  making  to  renew  the 
supply. 


Acidt  hifiammalions  of  tfie  Visctra. 


These  rarely  come  under  observation.  I  have  attended 
but  one  case  of  acute  peritonitis,  and  not  more  than  half 
a  dozen  cases  of  acute  dysentery.  Fluxes  are  common 
enough,  but  active  inflammation  of  the  brain,  lungs,  heart, 
bowels  and  kidney,  are  certainly  not  the  diseases  to 
which  the  Chinese  are  most  subject. 

An  encouraging  instance  of  confidence  in  foreign  me¬ 
dical  skill  has  just  been  exhibited  by  a  patient  laboring 
under  acute  dysentery,  from  Fatshan.  This  individual 
.whose  surname  is  Au,  was  left  when  young  with  a  large 
fortune,  by  his  father.  Six  years  ago  he  was  induced, 
with  other  sinful  pleasures,  to  try  opium.  He  soon  be¬ 
came  habituated  to  its  use,  and  when  I  first  saw  him  a 
year  ago,  he  was  smoking  an  ounce  and  a  quarter  of 
opium  a  day,  which  cost  him,  with  apparatus  and  atten¬ 
dants,  two  or  three  dollars  daily.  He  was  then  affected 
•with  spasmodic  asthma,  which  was  greatly  relieved  by 
the  inhalation  of  ether.  Two  months  ago  he  was  attack¬ 
ed  with  acute  dysentery,  and  a  fortnight  afterwards  he 
hired  a  large  passage-boat,  usually  called  a  flower-boat, 
at  considerable  expense,  and  came  to  put  himself  under 
my  care — mooring  his  boat  by  the  river  entrance  to  this 
house.  At  first  there  appeared  little  prospect  of  curing 
my  patient,  for  there  was  much  reason  to  fear  that  ul¬ 
ceration  of  the  bowels  had  commenced.  He  was  visited 
twice  a  day  in  his  boat.  He  took  the  medicines  with 
scrupulous  exactness,  and  carefully  observed  the  regimen 
laid  down  for  him.  One  grain  of  calomel  with  opium 
every  night,  with  small  doses  of  rhubarb,  ipecacuanha, 
Dover’s  powder,  soda,  and  cinnamon  oil,  three  times  a 
day,  and  a  pill  containingone  grain  of  sulphate  of  copper^ 
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steadily  pursued  in,  with  occasional  injections  of  starch, 
laudanum,  and  sulphate  of  zinc,  had  a  very  happy  effect. 
Muriate  tincture  of  iron  was  afterwards  substituted  for 
the  sulphate  of  copper.  Tartar  emetic  plaster  and  flan¬ 
nel  roller  to  the  abdomen.  The  tormina,  sanguineous 
and  mucous  discharges  gradually  ceased,  and  healthy 
secretions  returned.  It  is  remarkable,  with  the  great 
susceptibility  of  the  Chinese  to  the  effects  of  mercury, 
that  his  gums  were  but  slightly  affected,  though  he  was 
under  its  influence  for  several  days  in  succession.  He 
reduced  the  quantity  of  opium  smoked,  but  he  was 
afraid  to  diminish  it  beyond  a  certain  amount,  lest  the 
dysentery  should  return  ;  but  he  promises  when  stronger 
to  give  it  up  if  possible  altogether,  and  he  now  curses 
the  day  when  he  was  first  tempted  to  try  it.  He  wanted 
to  know,  on  leaving,  how  he  could  repay  me.  I  said  the 
best  way  to  do  that  would  be  to  give  a  donation  to  the 
hospital  to  aid  in  purchasing  medicine  and  rice  for  the 
poorer  patients.  He  promised  to  send  a  contribution  in 
a  few  days.*  He  returned  home  expressing  himself 
deeply  sensible  of  the  favor  and  benefits  he  had  received 
both  to  his  mind  and  body. 

Pectoral  affections  are  very  common,  especially  chronic 
catarrh,  asthma,  and  haemoptysis,  this  last  being  often  the 
precursor,  as  in  Europe,  of  tubercular  disease  of  the 
V^ngs, 

Native  Assistants. 

Reference  has  been  already  made  to  Liang  A-fah,  who 
was  baptized  by  Dr.  Milne  thirty-three  years  ago,  and 
ordained  to  the  Christian  ministry  by  Dr.  Morrison 

/  *  He  has  since  presented  14  dollars  to  be  used  in  assisting  needy 
\iii-patients  with  rice  and  fuel. 
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some  years  afterwards.*  He  has  this  year  lost  his  wife 
and  her  mother.  They  both  died  after  a  few  hours^ 
illness,  within  a  few  weeks  of  each  other.  They  had 
made  a  profession  of  belief  in  Christianity,  and  were 
members  of  a  native  Christian  church  at  Canton. 

Liang  A-wo,  by  profession  a  schoolmaster  and  a 
physician,  baptized  by  the  Rev.  J.  F.  Cleland  in  1847) 
assisted  me  in  the  hospital  for  a  year,  and  received  in¬ 
struction  in  ophthalmic  surgery.  He  is  now  engaged 
as  a  stated  preacher  and  tract  distributor  by  the  London 
Missionary  Society,  and  is  under  the  direction  and  in¬ 
struction  of  the  Rev.  W.  Gillespie,  and  his  colleagues 
the  Rev.  Messrs.  Cleland  and  Gilfillan,  and  proves  a 
valuable  laborer. 

•  This  good  man  is  an  interesting  link  of  connection  between 
those  who  commenced  Protestant  missions  in  China  and  ourselves 
who  are  their  successors ;  and  it  is  gratifying  to  have  such  a  fivorable 
testimony  born  to  the  excellence  of  his  character  and  capability  as  a 
Christian  teacher  by  one  who  has  long  known  him,  as  is  contained 
in  the  following  remarks  from  the  pen  of  Dr.  Parker,  in  whose  hospi¬ 
tal  he  assisted  for  three  years,  and  from  whence  he  was  only  with¬ 
drawn  when  the  London  Missionary  Society  established  two  stations 
which  necessarily  occupy  all  his  time  and  strength:-— “  His  preaching 
is  characterized  by  great  sincerity,  and  often  by  pathos.  With  much 
humility  he  frequently  tells  his  audience  that  he  has  been  a  student 
of  the  gospel  for  thirty  years,  and  understands  it  a  little.  It  is  with 
great  force  that  he  informs  them  that  he  was  once  an  idolater,  and 
was  as  strong  in  his  prejudices  against  Christianity  as  others,  and 
equally  sceptical  as  to  anything  after  death.  But  he  explains  it  all 
on  the  ground  of  his  ignorance  of  the  Gospel.  Heavenly  light  had 
not  then  illumined  his  dark  mind.  His  prayers  are  most  fervent,  his 
Christian  views  strictly  -evangelical,  his  illustrations  of  the  Scriptures 
are  clear,  and  his  appeals  frequently  powerful  in  their  impression  upon 
his  auditors.  It  was  once  remarked  by  a  Christian  traveler 
who  attended  one  of  the  services,  that  he  did  not  understand  a  word 
of  Chinese,  but  still  he  knew,  from  the  tones  and  gestures  of  the  Evan¬ 
gelist,  that  he  was  even  eloquent." 


'  Lo  Ting-sheen,  was  baptized  by  the  Rev.  W.  Gillespie 
in  1847,  and  resides  in  the  hospital  with  his  family.  He. 
is  supported  by  the  London  Tract  Society.  His  duty 
is  that  of  a  colporteur,  for  which  he  is  well  adapted. 
He  is  engaged  three  days  in  the  week  in  the  hospital, 
and  ’  three  days  in  the  neighborhood  around,  besides 
which  he  conducts  a  religious  exercise  with  the  in¬ 
patients  and  servants,  four  evenings  in  the  week.  I  feel 
much  pleasure  iu  bearing  testimony  to  the  excellence  of 
his  character,  and  his  growing  fitness  for  the  work  ap¬ 
pointed  him. 

^  Chan  Awing  has  been  with  me  nearly  two  years. 
He  is  now  tolerably  well  skilled  in  ophthalmic  surgery ; 
has  operated  for  cataract  with  success ;  and  cases  of 
pterygium,  entropium,  small  encysted  tumors,  harelip, 
divided  lobes  of  the  ear,  extraction  of  teeth,  superficial 
abscesses,  &c.,  are  all  committed  to  his  care.  He  fre¬ 
quently  visits  patients  in  their  own  houses,  and  has  a 
considerable  amount  of  manual  dexterity.  He  is  a 
^ligent  student  and  of  correct  moral  habits. 

Lau  Ashu,  a  well  educated  youth,  was  with  me  six 
months.  He  was  obliged  to  flee  from  the  presence  of  his 
father,  whose  wrath  he  had  excited  by  taking  the  part 
of  his  mother,  who  had  unjustly  fallen  under  the  suspi¬ 
cions  and  ill  treatment  of  her  husband  from  the  slander 
of  a  young  concubine  whom  his  father  had  recently 
purchased  as  his  third  wife.  He  is  now  asssisting  Mr. 
Wade,  Chinese  Secretary,  as  a  copyist  at  Hongkong. 
A  young  man  from  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Hong¬ 
kong,  baptized  by  Dr.  Legge,  is  expected  to  take  his 
place  at  the  end  of  this  year. 

Chan  Apoon,  already  referred  to,  now  called  Aching, 
resides  near  the  Foreign  Factories.  He  occasionally 
prescribes  for  the  sick,  but  at, present  his  chief  attention 


is  given  to  business.  He  is  an  interpreter  to  a  native* 
firm,  for  which  he  is  handsomely  remunerated.  I  still 
entertain  hope  that  he  will  relinquish  trade,  and  again 
devote  his  talents  and  >  the  knowledge  he  has  gained,  to 
that  department  for  which  his  education  designed  and 
prepared  him  ;  in  which  case  1  shall  be  happy  to  render 
him  every  assistance  in  my  power. 

Chan  Atsung.  The  case  of  this  young  man  is  ex¬ 
tremely  melancholy !  He  was  rescued  by  mein  1841 
from  the  habit  of  opium  smoking.  Possessing  good 
ability  and  a  knowledge  of  several  dialects  in  Chinese, 
he  promised  to  be  an  efficient  native  assistant.  He 
accompanied  Dr.  Parker  to  America,  and  in  1844  re¬ 
turned  to  me  in  Hongkong.  He  was  not  benefited,  as 
it  was  hoped  he  would  be,  by  a  temporary  sojourn  in 
the  West.  He  became  a  gambler — and  on  account  of 
this  and  other  vicious  habits,  he  was  dismissed  from  the 
hospital.  The  late  Mr.  Lay  employed  him  as  an  assist¬ 
ant  interpreter  at  Fuhchau  fu,  and  he  also  was  obliged 
to  dismiss  him  on  account  of  bad  conduct.  He  now 

,  r  f  • 

resides  near  me,  in  the  western  suburbs,  and  has  re¬ 
peatedly  begged  to  be  allowed  to  re.turn.-  He  supports 
himself  by  practicing  among  the  Chinese  ;  but  his  habits 
are  still  vicious,  and  his  dark,  emaciated  countenance 
gives  every  evidence  of  his  being  a  confirmed  opium 
smoker.* 

Sun  A-oan,  by  profession  a  native  doctor,  baptized  in 
1 846,  supported  some  time  by  the  generosity  of  J.  Hen¬ 
derson,  Esq.,  of  Glasgow ;  assisted  in  the  surgery  for 
rather  more  than  a  year,  and  distributed  tracts  three  days 
in  the  week.  Owing  to  the  ^vant  of  early  education, 


*  Since  the  above  was  written,  he  has  died  from  the  combined  ef¬ 
fects  of  opium  and  poverty. 
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united  to  a  natural  indolence  of  mind,  and  an  imperfect 
acquaintance  with  the  dialect  of  Canton,  there  seemed 
little  hope  of  qualifying  him  for  the  work  of  a  medical 
missionary.  He  has  since  left  to  return  to  his  native 
country  in  Cochinchina. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  that  something  has 
been  attempted  in  the  way  of  medical  education,  though 
at  present  extremely  small  as  to  the  results.  High  ex¬ 
pectations  must  not  be  raised,  for  though  experience 
has  shown  that  it  is  a  practicable  thing,  yet  with  so  many 
other  duties  engaging  the  time  and  the  strength  of  a 
medical  missionary,  it  is  confessedly  a  very  difficult  under¬ 
taking,  especially  when  these  four  impediments  are 
considered: — 1st.  The  difficulty  of  teaching  in  the  Chi¬ 
nese  language.  2d.  The  want  of  means  to  demonstrate 
by  dissection  or  experiment.  3d.  The  want  of  suitable 
text  books  in  Chinese  on  tlie  first  principles  of  medical 
science.  4th.  The  false  theories  and  mode  of  practice 
that  prevail. 

Chinese  Theory  of  the  Pulse. 

To  illustrate  the  last  point,  I  will  describe  briefly  the 
Chinese  theory  of  the  pulse,  which  is  the  foundation  up¬ 
on  which  the  whole  superstructure  of  their  medical  prac¬ 
tice  rests.  Demolish  this,  and  substitute  in  its  place  the 
true  knowledge  of  the  circulation  of  the  blood,  and  the 
first  step  is  laid  for  future  improvement. 

Extent,  One  inch,  or  three  fingers,  placed  side  by 
side  on  the  right  or  left  wrists. 

Division,  Into  three  parts: — 1st,  called  tsiin,  2d, 
hivan,  3d,  chih. 
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Tsiln 

Kwan 

Chih 


Piilse  of  the  left  wrist. 

external 
internal 
external  . 
internal  ( 
external 
internal 

Pulse  of  the  right  wrist. 

outside 
inside 
outside 
inside 
outside 
inside 


side  belongs  to  < 


^the  heart, 
small  intestines, 
liver. 

gall  bladder, 
kidneys, 
bladder. 


Tsiln 

Kwan 


Chih 


belongs  to 


^  the  lungs, 
great  intestines, 
spleen, 
stomach, 
gate  of  life, 
membranes  of 
the  viscera. 

‘  There  are  four  kinds  of  pulse  : —  1st,  Fau^  the  strong 
full  pulse.  2d,  Chin^  deep,  feeble,  small  pulse.  3d,  Che^ 
the  slow  pulse.  4th,  Sbh^  the  quick  pulse. 

'  The  three  places  of  the  inch  pulse  may  each  have  a 
different  pulse.  The  kwan  may  be  fan.  The  tsiln 
may  be  sbh.  The  chih  may  be  chin. 

Besides  the  above,  there  are  other  varieties  of  pulse  ; 
but  they  scarcely  admit  of  explanation,  and  in  practice 
are  confessed  by  tlie  Chinese  themselves  to  be  unimpor¬ 
tant  and  confusing.  For  example,  the  chih  on  the  left 
inch  pulse  in  a  woman  when  hung  (i.  e.  rising  and  swell¬ 
ing  like  a  flood),  shows  that  the  child  in  the  womb  is  of  the 
male  sex ;  when  the  chih  is  hung  in  the  right  wrist,  the 
foetus  belongs  to  the  female  sex !  This  unphilosophical 
theory  of  the  nature  of  the  pulse  will  demonstrate  to  every 
intelligent  reader  two  undeniable  facts: — 1st.  That  the 
true  circulation  of  the  blood,  and  with  it  the  complicated 
and  wonderful  vascular  system  in  man,  is  certainly  un¬ 
known  to  the  Chinese.  2d.  That  the  practice  of  medi¬ 
cine  with  these  views  prevailing,  must  be  empirical  as  well 
as  deceptive.  ^ 


In  our  attempts  to  introduce  a  sounder  system  of  me¬ 
dical  knowledge  and  practice,  there  seems  to  be  no  better 
or  more  hopeful  plan,  next  to  the  opportunities  afforded 
to  medical  pupils  of  witnessing  and  treating  disease  in  the 
hospitals,  than  that  of  furnishing  good  elementary  treatises 
on  anatomy,  physiology,  chemistry,  materia  medica,  and 
surgery,  with  drawings  to  illustrate  and  render  them  invit¬ 
ing.  A  work  also  on  the  wisdom,  goodness,  and  power  of 
God  in  creation,  on  the  plan  of  Paley’s  Natural  Theology 
or  Dick’s  Christian  Philosopher,  would  be  a  valuable 
addition  to  the  literature  of  China,  and  calculated  to  be 
of  the  highest  service  to  the  missionary  cause. 

I  must  here  say  a  few  words  concerning  the  money 
I  collected  for  educational  purposes  when  in  England. 
The  greater  portion  of  this  money  is  still  untouched. 
Some  of  it  has  been  used  in  purchasing  a  phantasma¬ 
goria  lantern,  which  has  proved  highly  attractive  to  the 
Chinese ;  great  numbers  have  come  to  witness  its  exhi¬ 
bition,  and  they  must  have  acquired  much  new  informa¬ 
tion  concerning  the  first  principles  of  astronomy,  and  the 
anatomy  of  the  human  subject,  which  it  very  accurately 
illustrates.  The  Chinese  Association  has  been  request¬ 
ed  to  appropriate  another  portion  to  the  purchase  of 
wax  models  of  the  eye  and  ear,  with  a  papier-mache  pre¬ 
paration  of  human  anatomy.  The  Chinese  are  capable 
of  observation  and  reflection,  and  experience  has  shown 
that  an  appeal  to  their  senses  by  maps,  drawings,  and 
works  of  art,  &c.,  is  the  readiest  mode  of  bringing  their 
indolent  minds  into  operation,  and  I  conceive  nothing 
would  excite  greater  interest,  and  in  its  way  do  greater 
good,  than  the  establishment  of  a  polytechnic  institution, 
if  such  a  thing  was  practicable. 

W  ith  respect  to  the  formation  of  a  medical  school,  1 
stated  in  my  medical  report,  dated  Hongkong,  Dec.  1st, 
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1847  that  the  iiioneys  1  had  collected  In  England  (chiefly 
from  personal  friends)  amounted  to  upwards  of  £300^ 
part  of  which  had  been  paid  into  the  hands  of  the 
Treasurer  of  tlie  London  Missionary  Society,  part 
into  Barclay  and  Bevan’s  Bank  by  the  Chinese  Asso¬ 
ciation  in  London,  and  the  remainder  into  the  Oriental 
Bank  at  Hongkong.  The  sum  being  far  sliort  of  what 
would  be  required  to  carry  the  original  project  into  effect, 
I  was  obliged  to  abandon  the  attempt  at  present.  1  did 
not  however  rehnquish  the  hope  of  its  practicability  at 
some  future  period,  and  in  the  meantime  I  considered  it 
best  to  appropriate  such  of  the  donations  intended  for 
general  use^  towards  fitting  up  an  hospital  at  Canton,  and 
those  which  were  given  specially  for  education  to  that 
purpose  on  a  modified  plan.  The  total  receipts  and  ex¬ 
penditure  I  engaged  to  account  for  to  my  subscribers  at 
a  future  time.  The  money  account  at  the  end  of  the 
Report  will  show  what  I  have  received  and  expended  up 
to  present  date. 

Coinparigon  heiiveen  Ihe  Years  1848  and  184^t 

The  average  number  of  old  and  new  patients  in  the 
summer  of  1848  was  250  each  receiving  day.  The 
number  of  applicants  in  the  winter  months  from  Nov. 
to  the  end  of  April  was  about  100.  The  average  atten¬ 
dance  during  the  past  summer  will  be  seen  from  the 
annexed  tabular  view  of  one  month  (which  is  a  fair  spe¬ 
cimen  of  the  five  months  preceding)  to  be  about  150 
patients  each  reception  day. 
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1  1  3  1  5  i  8  1  lO!  12i  15'  171  19!  2^  24  261  29  3llTotal. 

Men  f 

■79i  83i  96  Hot  93!  93  104l  76h07;l02^  96[  78,  98|  96|h286 

Women  tSf-Children.l 

56  ,  641  671  57!  67l  68}  63l  oo!  54|  531  75  26;  .>il  56  817 

Total. 

1 35  1 47 1 1 6 jy'i  1 42 1 1 60i  1 6 1 !  1 67 1  ]  3 1  i  J  6 1  1 57f  17  f  1 1 04t  1 52  i  I  1 03 

r  ■  --  - - - ! - - - - 

42 


If  it  be  asked  how  is  this  falling  off  to  be  accounted  for, 
I  can  assign  four  satisfactory  reasons  for  it. 

Is/.  The  notion  of  my  healing  powers  was  rated  ex¬ 
travagantly  high.  Many  came  with  the  expectation  of 
being  cured  at  once,  as  if  by  some  miraculous  means,  by 
a  look,  or  a  word.  Or  if  they  had  no  such  thoughts,  they 
entertained  the  opinion  that  I  possessed  profound  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  pulse.  For  nothing  was  more  common  than 
for  my  patients,  especially  the  women,  to  place  before  me 
their  hand,  first  the  right  and  then  the  left,  for  me  to  feel 
the  pulse,  and  then  ask  me.  Doctor,  what  is  my  complaint  ? 
When  shall  I  be  well  ?  What  is  to  be  my  diet  ?  These 
were  posing  questions,  and  the  reader  can  imagine  the 
disappointed  hopes  of  many,  when  honestly  told  that  this 
disease  was  beyond  my  skill,  that  that  malady  required 
some  months  of  persevering  treatment,  that  I  could  make 
no  rash  promises  of  certain  cure  in  so  many  days,  &c. 
This  disclosure,  and  the  subsequent  discovery  of  the  in¬ 
curability  of  many  of  their  chronic  diseases,  cooled  down 
high  expectations,  and  gradually  lessened  the  number  of 
applicants  for  medical  relief.  I  am  now  seldom  teazed 
with  these  questions,  but  a  firmer  confidence  on  the  part 
of  many  is  increasingly  manifested. 

2d,  Many  applied  with  some  slight  ailment  to  satisfy 
their  curiosity,  and  to  afford  the  man  opportunity  of  pass¬ 
ing  a  learned  judgment  on  the  foreign  doctor’s  practice 
to  their  friends. 

3d.  The  delay  which  many  are  subjected  to,  is  often 
not  compatible  with  their  views  or  their  time.  Those 
that  come  first,  are  first  attended  to.  They  must  all  take 
their  turn ;  no  difference  is  made,  all  are  placed  on  the 
same  footing,  and  receive  equal  attention. 

Mh,  Another  cause  is  in  the  disinclination  of  some  to 
hear  what  they  call  kong-shu,  kong-kuy  4  discourse  up- 


on  religious  books  and  ancient  customs ;  tlie  errone¬ 
ous  idea  generally  prevails  that  we  merely  teach  foreign 
doctrines  which  are  unsuited  for  them  as  well  as  unneces¬ 
sary,  since  they  have  the  sublime  doctrines  of  their  own 
sages ;  the  humbling  truths  of  the  Gospel  are  likewise  dis¬ 
tasteful  to  their  self-righteousness. 

In  the  year  1848,  the  female  patients  greatly  out-num¬ 
bered  those  of  the  other  sex.  This  year  it  has  been  the 
reverse,  the  male  having  exceeded  the  female  patients. 
Formerly  there  used  to  be  noise,  talking,  and  laughing 
during  the  religious  exercises.  This  year  there  has  been 
a  pleasing  change ;  the  numbers  have  lessened,  but  the 
good  order  and  quietness  of  those  who  attend  are  now 
habitual.  The  same  remarks  apply  to  the  public  service 
held  every  Sabbath  morning.  The  congregations  have 
diminished  to  130,  to  100,  and  sometimes  to  80,  and  on 
wet  days  there ^ot  over  a  dozen  or  two ;  but  there is^now, 
usually,  as  much  order  and  stillness  as  in  a  country  con¬ 
gregation  in  England. 


Concluding  fitmarka.  ^ 


From  the  foregoing  account  it  will  be  seen  what  has 
been  attempted  in  this  hospital  for  the  eternal  as  well  as 
the  temporal  benefit  of  the  Chinese  ;  the  manner  of  its 
performance  and  the  future  results  are  known  only  to 
the  Searcher  of  the  hearts  of  the  children  of  men. 

On  looking  back  upon  the  past  sixteen  montlis,  there 
appears  much  to  be  grateful  for.  A  missionary  living  with 
his  family  among  a  heathen  population,  and  surrounded 
by  so  many  that  are  viciously  disposed, — the  preserva¬ 
tion  experienced  of  life  and  property,  and  the  freedom 
likewise  from  all  molestation  and  harm — are  surely  to  be 
attributed  to  the  gracious  protection  of  God.  Thou¬ 
sands  of  the  poor  and  wretched  have  been  healed  of  their 
sicknesses  ;  many  have  received  sight  and  hearing  ;  pain 
has  been  asvsuaged  ;  fears  of  a  life  of  misery  have  been  re¬ 
moved,  and  much  suffering  has  been  prevented  by  a  time¬ 
ly  operation.  The  institution  has  proved  a  benevolent 
one,  and  is  in  some  measure  appreciated,  we  hope,  by  the 
multitudes  who  have  received  the  gratuitous  aid  that  it 
affords.  To  the  afflicted  poor  (and  for  them  it  is  chiefly 
designed)  it  has  been,  and  it  is  hoped,  will  be  an  un¬ 
speakable  blessing.  Many  faithful  discourses  have  been 
preached ;  frequent  religious  conversations  have  been 
held,  and  thousands  of  copies  of  Christian  tracts  have 
been  put  into  circulation. 

But  we  yet  wait  to  see  any  great  results  follow  these 
endeavors.  Two  only  out  of  the  long  list  of  patients 
have  publicly  confessed  Christ  to  be  their  Lord  and 
Savior.  These,  with  a  few  hopeful  inquirers  after  truth, 
may  appear  to  be  a  very  small  and  inadequate  return  for 
the  amount  of  religious  instruction  imparted  ;  for,  in  ad- 


dition  to  the  remdar  attendance  and  cheerful  assistance 
rendered  by  Liang  A-tah,  the  sick  are  now,  and  have 
been  for  some  months  past,  favored  with  the  faithful  and 
impressive  preaching  of  the  Rev.  W.  Gillespie,  who  is 
well  able  to  command  their  attention  and  excite  an  in¬ 
terest  in  the  truths  delivered.  Still,  though  we  wait  for 
the  early  and  the  latter  rain  to  fructify  this  barren  soil,  it 
yet  is  cheering  to  hear  the  glad  tidings  of  salvation  intel¬ 
ligibly  and  earnestly  made  known  from  week  to  week, 
and  to  believe  that  in  fulfilling  the  command  of  our  Lord 
to  heal  the  sick,  and  say  to  them  that  the  kingdom  of  God 
is  come  nigh  unto  them, — the  labor  bestowed  shall  not, 
ultimately,  be  in  vain.  May  the  Lord  crowm  these  hum¬ 
ble  and  imperfect  efforts  of  his  servants  with  greater 
success,  to  the  glory  of  his  name,  and  the  welfare  of  the 
idolatrous  and  benighted  people  around  us. 

It  has  been  said  that  some  fruit  has  already  appeared 
in  the  conversion  and  baptism  of  two  of  the  patients,  and 
that  hopeful  changes  show  themselves  in  the  conduct  of 
others. 

One  of  these  is  named  Yu  Awei.  After  trial  as  a 
catechumen  for  eight  months,  having  been  a  hearer  for 
twelve  months,  he  was  baptized  by  the  Rev.  W.  Gilles¬ 
pie,  in  the  month  of  July  of  the  present  year ;  and  in  the 
presence  of  a  large  congregation  he  was  not  ashamed  to 
own  his  faith  in  and  attachment  to  Jesus  Christ,  the  Son 
of  God.  And  he  has  not  belied  his  Christian  profession 
since.  He  is  a  diligent  student  in  the  Scriptures,  and  his 
increase  in  the  knowledge  of  Christian  truth  is  fully  aj)- 
parent.  He  continues  in  his  business — that  of  a  model¬ 
er  and  coral  cutter ;  and,  wishing  to  be  useful,  has  as¬ 
sisted  in  the  dispensary,  and  in  the  distribution  of  tracts. 

The  other  convert  is  an  individual  who  was  operated 
upon  for  cataracts  in  both  eyes — one  of  15  years’  stand- 
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ing.  They  were  couched,  and  there  was  every  prospect 
of  his  having  good  vision,  when  his  impatience  and  curi¬ 
osity  proved  the  ruin  of  one  of  them.  He  raised  up  the 
bandage,  and  was  overjoyed  to  be  able  to  read  some  cha¬ 
racters — an  inscription  on  a  tablet  in  the  chapel ;  violent 
inflammation  followed  this  act  of  imprudence,  from  which 
the  eye  never  recovered.  He  remained  in  the  hospital 
three  months,  during  which  time  he  was  frequently  ad¬ 
monished  and  conversed  with  by  his  Christian  teachers, 
which  added  to  the  knowledge  he  had  previously  acquir¬ 
ed  from  other  missionaries  both  in  Macao  and  in  this  city. 
After  frequent  solicitations  on  his  part,  he  was  baptized, 
by  the  Rev.  T.  Gilfillan,  in  the  month  of  October  last. 

The  object  of  writing  this  report  is  explained  in  a  few 
words,  and  no  apology  is  offered  either  for  its  length  or 
its  peculiar  character.  It  was  necessary  that  acknow¬ 
ledgement  should  be  made  of  the  contributions  received, 
and  an  account  given  of  the  expenditure ;  and  it  seemed 
desirable  at  the  same  time,  for  the  purpose  of  imparting 
information  to  those  interested  in  the  Chinese  mission,  as 
well  as  to  aid  in  maintaining  that  interest,  to  give  some 
account  of  the  formation  and  operations  of  this  newly 
established  Missionary  Hospital,  in  its  twofold  character 
of  a  medical  and  religious  institution. 
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LIST  OF  DONATIONS. 

Paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  London  Missionakv  Society  as  a 

RESERVED  FUND  FOR  EDUCATIONAL  PURPOSES  IN  CONNECTION  WITH 
THE  Medical  Mission  in  China. 


S .  C^» 

Rev.  G.  Cullen,  Leith  . . 20  0  0 

Sir  George  Staunton,  bart.. . .  . .  10  0  0 

J.  Dryden,  Esq.,  Glasgow . 17  0  0 

H.  Marshall,  Esq.  Bridlington . 10  0  0 

A.  R.  per  London  Miss.  Society . 10  0  0 

J.  Parratt,  Esq.,  R.  A.  Surgeon . 5  0  0 

Hon.  A.  Kinnaird .  5  0  0 

Thomas  Matheson,  Esq . 5  0  0 

G.  C.  T’uting,  Esq.  Beverley . 5  0  0 

Friends  at  Sunderland . 8  13  8 

Friends  at  Wellingborough .  2  7  6 

Capt  H.  D’ Aguilar,  Grenadier  Guards .  5  0  0 

Miss  Toomer .  10  6 

British  school 'girls,  il/rs Wills .  1  12  6 

Professor  Millar,  King's  College .  1  0  0 

Professor  Bowman  Do.  . .  1  0  0 

Dr.  R.  Farre .  1  0  0 

Mr.  Goldsmith,  per  Miss  Morrison., .  . .  10  0 

T.  Halcro,  Esq.  Sunderland .  I  0  0 

Mr.  Gibbon,  Surgeon . 10  0 

Mr.  Stevenson,  Rainton .  2  0  0 

Mrs.  Pull  an,  Yorkshire . 10  0 

J.  Crossley,  Esq.  Halifax .  5  0  0 

Miss  Scarfe,  Yorkshire .  1  0  0 

Rev.  W.  Swan  and  friends,  Leith .  3  0  0 

Rev.  Dr.  Urwick  and  friends .  2  0  0 

R.  A.  Macfie,  Esq.,  Liverpool, . . 10  0  0 

A  friend,  Mrs.  S .  5  0  0 

S.  Prust,  Esq.  Bristol .  1  0  0 

Rev.  B.  Hobson,  late  of  Welford . 3  3  0 

Miss  Bishop,  Welford .  2  0  0 

Miss  Burman,  Do .  1  Q  0 

Mrs.  Abbot,  Do . 10  0 

H.  Godwin,  Esq.  Newbury .  10  6 

Dr.  T  aylor,  Huddersfield, . .  2  0  0 

A  friend,  ^er  Dr.  Taylor . .  |  10 

A  friend,  per  3fi$s  Jlorris'oh. . . .  i ..... .  5  0  0  156/. 


Paid  into  Me?^sr».  Barclay  and  Bevaris’  Bank,  London,  through  the 
Chinese  Association,  for  the  same  object — 

Chinese  Association,  London.  * . <£.50  0  0 

VV.  L.  Mackean,  Esq . 25  0  0 

P.  Dudgeon,  Sen.  Esq.  London . 5  5  U 

P.  Robertson,  Esq.  />o.  5  5  0 

Robert  C.  L.  Bevan  Esq.  Do . 10  0  0 

James  Matheson,  Esq. . . o  5  0 

Dr.  Wilson,  Inspector  of  Naval  Hospit.ils .  5  0  0 

Professor  Quain,  University  College .  22  0 

-  107/.  175. 


DONATIONS  FOR  THE  GENERAL  PURPOSES  OF  THE  HOSPITAL. 


6  15  0 
2  5  0 


Miss  Harford,  JBath  ^L—M.  R.  M.  <£5 — Miss  J,  Wills,  155 
A  Surgeon  at  Rainton  5s. — Dr.  Dill,  Brighton  £l. — Dr,  1 

Wilson  £1 . f 

Mrs.  Pri6e,^n^A^ow£l.  Mrs.  Mackintosh £l. — T.  H.Do£L  3  0  0 
Mr.  J,  Smeeton,lLe//brc?  £3.  Mr.  Burman  £1.  Mr.  Pell  £1.  5  0  0 

Mr.  Ward,  Welford,  10s.  Mr.  Eady,£l.;  other  friends  10s.  2  00 

Dr.  Caldwell  per  London  Miss.  Soc.  <£10. — G.  H.  Ditto  £10.  20  0  0 
Rev.  W.  Wild,GMerw,spy  £l.L— Dr.  Omond,jEc/m6Mr^A  10s.  1  11  0 

J.  Bell  Esq.  1/. — B.  Bell  Esq.  lOs.  Edinburgh . ...  1  10  0 

M  iss  Watson,  Birmingham  £5. — Miss  M.  Burman  £1. 

per  London  Miss.  Soc . 

Proceeds  of  sale  of  fancy  articles  presented  by  fri^.nds  j 

through  Mrs.  Coldstream,  Leith,  and  of  others  >  58 

presented  through  Miss  Kirkpatrick,  London . I 

Donations  of  Dr.  Alison,  G.  Harvey  Esq.  and  other  friends  t 

of  the  Edinburah  Medical  Miss.  Soc.  transmitted  >  1 1 

per  Messrs.  Jardine,  Matheson  Co . 

Donation  of  Dr.  Colledge,  £5. — J.  Wright  Esq.  £5. — Rev.  ^ 

M.  Wright  £5.  Cheltenham,  through  Messrs.  Jardine,  >  1 1 

Matheson  Co . 

Total  receipts  to  the  end  of  1848.  £132  6  0 


1849,  Exchanged  Into  dollars  at  4s.  2d.  $635  04 

Jan.  24  Donation  of  Rev. G.  Cullen,  10/;  Messrs.  McLarin  ) 
and  Son  £10  Bdinbvrgh,  per  H.  Moul  Esq.. . . .  ) 

Aug.  20  Donation  of  M.  C.  Morrison  Esq.  $230,  less  ) 

expenses  $1.15. . j 

Sep.  17  M.  C.  Morrison  Esq.,  second  donation  $125,  less  ^  ^^4  3g 

expenses,  .62 . . . .  ' 

Donation  of  Rev.  G.  Culfen,  per  Messrs.  McLarin 

Edinburgh . ‘ . . . 

Donation  of  Henry  Moul,  Esq.,  Canton . 

Donation  of  Mr,  Summers,  Hongkong . 

Sale  of  a  few  articles  per  Miss  Morrison . 


Oct.  1 


\  ^ 

0  0 

joS 

0  0 

5  0 

!'■ 

5  0 

} 

£132 

6  d 

$635 

04 

1  lOU 

00 

1  228 

85 

1  124 

38 

]  25 

00 

50 

00 

5 

00 

4 

40 

Dollars  1172 
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ACCOUNT  OF  EXPENDITURES 

’{n  the  HQ§PiT4k^l-  AT,  KL’.M-x-E-j-Ar,  Caxton,  FROM  Apkil  1  ST,  1848, 
‘  TO  October  31st,  1849.  - 


1848.  Towards  purchasing  Westley’s Phantasmagoria  lan¬ 

tern  for  illustrating  anatomy- and  astronomy,  &/C. 
Paid  to  Dr.  Hunter  fer  a  portable  medicine  chest 
For  a  larger  one  with  common  bottles,. ......... 

^  .  .Advertisement  in  the  Patriot  Newspaper,  acknow- 
’  ledging  donations  in  1847.. . 
./wrtp,.  !  Flooring,  whitewashing,  and  fitting  up -dispensary 

and  receiving  rooms . . . . . 

Boat  anxi  coolie  hire  for  conveying  Dr.  Williamson’s 

library,  .&c. . . . . . 

Chinese. medical  books  for  native  assistants . 

July,  Paid  to  mason  for  repairing  roof  of  dispensary,  , 
Thirteen  .bed-hoards  and  stands  for  iii-patients. 

F or  opening,  a  skylight  over  dispensary. .  ........ 

■  Room  for  native  assistant.....** . . 

A  press  for  .medicines. . . . 

For  flagging  six  rooms  for  the  use  of  the  assistants 

Nov.  Forty  yards  of  calico  for  surgery . . . 

Fitting  up  a  reading-room  for  Awo . 

Paid  to  watchman  and  the  constable  of  the  neighbor-  ) 

hood  for  ,  nine  months . - . . . .  ) 

Allowance  to  medical  assistant  Awing  from  March  ) 

to  Dec,  31  sL  ten  months. . j 

Medical  assistant  Awo  for  the  same  period . 

Wages  to  dispensary  coolie  for  nine  months.. ... 
Incidental  expenses  ^  Dispensary,  viz.  pork  fat,  4 
paper,  charcoal,  rhubarb,  wax,  leeches,  brush- 
es,  pots,  brooms,  &/C.,  for  nine  months. .....  j 

1849.  To  printing  notices  of  the  hospital  days . 

To  fitting  up  an  additional  room  for  a  married  ) 

assistant . . . ) 

JInrch,  Burial  expenses  of  a  patient  who  died  suddenly. 

May,  Paid  for  additional  room  for  female  patients,  five 
years’  rent  in  advance,  at  the  rate  of  $  I  per 
month,  being  part  of  Mr.  Cullen’s  donation. . . 
For  an  electro-galvanic  machine,  $20,  less  by 

donation  of  $5  from  Dr.  J.  H.  Young . 

June.  To  mason  and  carpenter  for  sundry  repairs  of 
patients’  premises,  a  second  dispensary,  new 
cook  house,  &c . . . 


$84 

00 

32 

00 

16 

00 

8 

00 

40 

00 

5 

00 

1 

70 

■  8 

00 

4 

62 

2 

00 

o 

50 

-  8 

00 

7 

50 

3 

00 

4 

00 

4 

50 

50 

00 

50 

00 

27 

00 

31 

25 

1 

55 

4 

40 

1 

50 

60 

00 

15 

00 

40 

00 

511 

52 

Amount  carried  forward. 
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Amount  brought  up, 

Expense  of  drainage  in  patients’  cook-house . 

Aug,  Flagging  the  ground  floor  occupied  by  the  assistants. 
Oct.  Painter’s  and  carpenter’s  bill  for  sundry  repairs  in  ) 

the  dispensary . .  ^ 

Magnifying  eye  glass  for  surgery . 

Sign-board  over  hospital  door  . . 

Two  lamps  for  evening  service . . . . . 

To  a  new  plank  jetty  for  landing . 

To  mason’s  and  carpenter’s  account  for  repairs  of ) 

patients’  buildings . . . } 

Clock  for  dispensary  and  chapel . 

Allowance  to  medical  assistant  Awing  for  ten  ) 
months,  three  months  being  at  $6  per  month .  ) 
Allowance  to  medical  assistant  Awo,  seven  months, 
Dispensary  coolie  ten  months,  $3,25  per  month. . 

Medical  assistant  Asun,  6  months . . 

Dispensary  doorkeeper,  2  months . . 

Watchman  and  street  magistrate  nine  months. . . . 
Dispensary  expenses  for  ten  months,  including  wax, 
charcoal,  brushes,  paper,  pots,  pork  fat,  two 

bamboo  tables,  water-jars,  &c . 

For  1800  leeches . . 

Allowance  to  a  few  needy  in-patients . . 


S 


$511 

52 

3 

50 

9 

50 

4 

Oo 

2 

00 

2 

00 

3 

00 

3 

00 

7 

34 

3 

50 

53 

00 

42 

00 

32 

00 

16 

00 

5 

00 

4 

75 

30 

00 

1 

80 

5 

00 

738 

91 

Receipts . . $1172  77 

Expenditures. .  738  91 


Balance  on  hand  $433  96 


Canton^  November  1849. 
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 

To  the  Chinese  Association  in  London  for  two  separate  supplies  of 
medicines  received  in  1849,  valued  at  11/.  and  20/. — Also  for  a 
case  of  eye  instruments  and  a  surgical  pocket  case,  a  supply  of  chloro¬ 
form,  Liston’s  Surgery,  Solly  on  the  Brain,  &c. 

To  Mrs.  Williamson  for  the  medical  library  of  the  late  Dr- 
Williamson  of  Leeds,  including  Hunter’s  Anatomy  of  the  Gravid 
Uterus,  two  papier-mach6  models  of  the  abdominal  viscera,  and  a 
number  of  drawings. 

To  the  Committee  of  the  Medical  Missionary  Society  at  Hongkong 
for  the  stock  of  medicines  belonging  to  the  late  Dr.  James. 

To  Mrs.  F.  Wills  and  friends  for  a  box  of  articles  to  Mrs,  Hobson, 
designed  for  presents  to  Chinese  female  visitors. 

To  the  Edinburgh  Medical  Missionary  Society  for  a  copy  of  the 
Lectures  on  Medical  Missions.*" 

To  a  friend  for  the  presentation  of  a  pulpit. 

To  Dr,  Morrison,  colonial  surgeon,  for  a  present  of  vaccine  from 
England,  and  Wilson’s  Anatomist’s  Vade  Mecum, 


*  A  work  deserving  to  be  put  into  the  hands  of  every  medical  student  iu 
Great  Britain. 
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